
FROM  T HE PASTOR�·S PEN 

October 2009 ~ 
Leslie, the boys and I have recently sold our house in 
Escalon, which we have been trying to sell for some 
time now.  Simply put, the private lender that par-
ticipated in the mortgage when I arrived in Escalon 
no longer wanted to be involved in 
a mortgage situation.  So Leslie and 
I, considering the options available 
�W�R�� �X�V�� �G�H�F�L�G�H�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �Z�H�·�G�� �O�L�N�H�� �W�R��
search for another house together, 
in consideration of the growing 
needs of our family, rather than go 
through the process of re-financing 
the existing house with another 
lender. 
 

So, as the escrow has moved 
�T�X�L�F�N�O�\���� �Z�H�·�Y�H�� �W�H�P�S�R�U�D�U�L�O�\�� �P�R�Y�H�G�� �W�R�� �D�� �S�U�R�S�H�U�W�\��
�R�Z�Q�H�G���E�\���/�H�V�O�L�H�·�V���S�D�U�H�Q�W�V���D�V���Z�H���E�H�J�L�Q���W�K�H���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���R�I��
searching for a new place for us to live.  I remem-

ber, before I even moved out to Escalon, driving 
with my dear, late friend Andy McQuade, looking 
at every available property that was affordable in the 
surrounding communities and in the countryside.  

Soon, the right place finally came avail-
able.  Now, Leslie and I will be doing 
the same thing together �² �D�Q�G�� �Z�H�·�U�H��
excited about it. 
 

So, for the time being, as our home 
phone will no longer be accessible, you 
can reach me for pastoral calls at:  209-
608-5661.  Blessings. 

MOVING  AND  SEARCHING                             PASTOR TROY 

NEW  CONSECRATION  SUNDAY                          PASTOR TROY 

DEAR FRIENDS, 
 

On October 11 we will be celebrating together 
New Consecration Sunday.  To consecrate is to 
�´�V�R�O�H�P�Q�O�\�� �G�H�G�L�F�D�W�H�� �R�U�� �V�H�W�� �D�S�D�U�W�� �I�R�U�� �D�� �K�L�J�K�H�U�� �S�X�U��
�S�R�V�H���µ�����7�K�L�V���L�V���D���6�X�Q�G�D�\���Z�K�H�U�H���Z�H���G�R���S�U�H�F�L�V�H�O�\���W�K�L�V��
�² solemnly dedicate and set apart for a higher pur-
pose a portion of our financial resources for the 
mission of our Church in the world. 
 

The Foundation of New Consecration Sunday 
The purpose of New Consecration Sunday is to 
provide a biblically based understanding of Chris-
tian stewardship to our congregation.  In particu-
lar, this worship service deals specifically with the 
stewardship of our personal financial resources for 
�W�K�H���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���F�K�X�U�F�K���L�Q���W�K�H���Z�R�U�O�G������ 
 

Despite the fact that the Bible has no aversion to 
the discussion of money and its relation to the faith-

�I�X�O�Q�H�V�V���R�I���*�R�G�·�V���S�H�R�S�O�H�����W�K�H�U�H���L�V���D���J�R�R�G���G�H�D�O���R�I���G�L�V��
comfort with the subject of the giving of our per-
sonal financial resources.  A modern American aver-
sion towards biblical discussions of financial matters 
in the church comes from two different directions 
(as far as I can see).  One, of course, is the abuse of 
emotional brow-beating often witnessed by televi-
sion evangelists who are often convicted or accused 
of financial impropriety.  That is to say, people do-
nate money in good faith for a particular mission 
only to in turn, fund the lavish lifestyle of selfish 
opportunists.  The other, less noticed but no less 
obvious reason, is American individualism.  That is 
to say, the money I earn is my money and no one �² 
not even God �² will tell me what it should or should 
not be used for.   
 

Our desire to follow biblical stewardship principles 
requires us to avoid and discourage both attitudes.  


