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| try to make sure that every year | read some oldtheoisong man stumbles, or where the doer of deeds|lcoulc
E\ GHDG SHRSOH , P UHD G L @ane3hed® bette? THe 8redR Belodgs Yo tRe@riamiwho (s act
again, the classic Christian allegory by John Bunyan.thiEharena, whose face is marred by dust and sweat|and &
beginning of the book is always quite gripping onehéorstrives valiantly; who errs and comes short again ¢
me, for there we see Christian (the main characteragdahe because there is not effort without error and gnortc
story) deciding to leave the safe, predictable life tiedshdout who does actually strive to do the deed; who|know
has constructed for himself in the town. His life hgseabenthusiasm, the great devotion, who spends hinself
real meaning or purpose and he is unable to find relveffloy cause, who at the best knows in the end the tffiump
the burden that he is constantly carrying on his backigh achievement and who at the worst, if he fails, at|fleast

o .. fails while daring greatly. So that his place shall neveil|be w
He was visited by a character named Evangelist v&pﬁ@z VH FROG DQG WLPLG VRXOV [FKR
structs him to leave the life he knows and seek the life I

that can never be lost. In the book, Evangelist even igiizegy KDXQWV PH DUH WKH ZRUGYV
him directions. As Christian runs off, two neighloksR NQRZ QHLWKHU YLFWRU\ QRU (
track him down, imploring him not to leave. Th@iDWH WKDW:.-V 3OLDEOH 7TKDW [V W
names: Obstinate and Pliable. The names are &whisy $W WLPHV WKDW:.-V EHHQ [PH
indicative of their character. Obstinate (being obsgjustted with myself in those moments than any pain"ul
Rl FRXUVH FDQ-W EHOLHYH &EBMHLWVDW.DQ-N H[BEMHQWQRIDE , QF|QRI
to join Christian on the journey, Obstinate repdagmore. | desire to do what Paul in3tiodteok
“:KDW $QG OHDYH RXU UL H Quadk nb RrgerRuxd prdsRdn ldRéaty a Eblkk@ic) G
XV p 30LDEOH EHLQJ E\ GHILMRXLRITH WD WLKOU RDQJIIKO PRI RN RQV|E B C
VXDGHG LV TXLFNO\ FRQYLQ Ft&ccdiifod Kbk LObtinak Qdolized.U U X$dHE Wngaf R
pursue true joy and trudges along with him. Howeamatt safety that Pliable demands. | know, that whatever
DOPRVW LPPHGLDWHO\ WKH\ sidRgts<coneOn® i@ Wdighs\oKdéespbadRot ad- R |
'"HVSRQGu D PXG SLW RI GHVSPHUVLWOLDE GHHYYXUP THWHFNOX|L O C
LQIOXHQFHG E\ FLUFXPVWDQF ud. Fdilui¢ \noRo\§er scakes\tihidity, o ikhel K D|S S L
QHVV \RX KDYH WROG PH DO O otédt hahdZ térif@si mB.| "Standb@ GtillKtbl nfe Ui AoV
out of the pit and goes back home. death.

Christian refuses to go back, or give up, despit®itbitnate and Pliable go back home and become the
weight of the burden that is still on his back, and fRils L W L F V gthie Qnies-wiib Jobiht@Qut where oth-
away in the pit until he eventually is rescued by @matumble, ones who mock those who take risks |pf
QDPHG "+HOSpu ZKR SXWV KLP ROQLKNK ZBKDIVNWQRDQ JRHV RQ WR| Wk
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What | love about this interchange is that all this hag LYHV YDOLDQWO\ p <HW Lg W

in the first 7 pages of a 278 page book. In 7 pagegyQisfia thought possible. The next 271 pages are wdfth
nate and Pliable give up, desiring comfort and sa{etea¢ and worth the pondering
And they are not privy to the next 271 pages of the jour- '

ney Christian embarks arjoyful, yet incredibly diffi-How about you? Are you who you want to be? Are y@u
FXOW MRXUQH\ 7KH\ GHVLUH @mRemM\RtK U gages? Livié ANiligplab83: 1AL IH "MKV YV
WKH zZzD\ WKLQJVY DUH p 7KH LQWHUFKDQJH DOVR UHPLQGV PH RI
the great quote by Teddy Roosevelt, another dead per-
son, which I have drawn strength from countless times in
my own journey:

"W LV QRW WKH FULWLF ZKR FRXQWYVY QRW WKH PDQ ZKR SRLQWV




