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A Faith Remembered & Shared

A Century of Ministry Honored

Commemorations like this just don’t happen very 
often.  One-hundred years is a very long time.  What a 
important and joyous occasion, therefore, to pause and 
give thanks for what God has done.

Enclosed is an edited version of our church’s history.  
There are many stories, events, pictures that were 
simply not able to be included.  Yet, within is a 
remarkable compilation of history - history compiled 
from newspapers, books, newsletters, bulletins, and 
organizational minutes.  

It is also a history which has difficult periods as well as 
remarkable ones.  It is a history that includes the 
peaks and valleys of a church’s existence, birth, death, 
growing members, shrinking members, deep risks of 
faith, paralyzed fear and doubt.  Therefore, we receive 
it as it is - our history.  Yet, we are here, in this day, 
being led by the same Holy Spirit that bears witness to 
Christ - honoring the legacy of this church, learning 
from its failures as well as its successes.  

Most importantly, we are called to remember  in order 
to continue to teach the faith that brought a small 

group of believers around a short devotional service 
on November 9, 1913.  This faith led these believers to 
plant this church, in Escalon, to bear witness to 
Christ.  The same Old and New Testaments they 
opened each Sunday, we continue to hear and trust 
today.  The same Westminster Confession of Faith that 
they adhered to is bound upon us today. 

We are much like the lives written about in these 
pages - sinners saved and led by the grace of Jesus 
Christ.  For the church is always, first and foremost, a 
people of God, living in the presence of God, being 
shaped and led by God.  We are the family of faith, 
one small but important part of the church of Jesus 
Christ which spans the ages.

Called to Glorify God and Enjoy Him Forever,
Pastor Troy J. Onsager

In gratitude for the tireless work of the Centennial Team, as 
well as our staff in the planning of this Centennial celebration.  
This is their work prepared for you to remember and treasure 
the grace of God shown in and through Escalon Presbyterian 
Church.

The Centennia l Commit tee i s honored to 
commemorate 100 years of ministry and service to the 
community of Escalon. The celebration of this 
significant milestone provides us the opportunity to 
discover and share our church’s story and blessings.  
The faith, devotion and perseverance of our forbearers 
is humbling. We are privileged to bring you a part of 
the rich history of Escalon Presbyterian Church.

We are grateful for the records of history in writing 
our story:  Escalon Presbyterian Church: Session 
Minutes, bulletins, newsletters & albums; Escalon 
Tribune and the Escalon Times; Thornton, Frank S., 
History of the Escalon Community in California; Willis, 
Barbara, Images of America, Escalon

In Gratitude for God’s Grace, 
the EPC Centennial Committee:

Diane Hougland, Chair, 
Invitations & Publicity  

Lisa McCune, 
Invitations & Publicity  

Laura Alcantor, 
 “Historical Moments” & Fellowship Dinner      

Lorie Macsenti, 
Saturday Dinner Dessert & Fellowship Dinner 

Charlie Dodge & Leslie Onsager, 
Saturday Dinner & Decorations

Janet Barton & Marsha Love, 
Centennial Commemorative Booklet  



John Wheeler Jones, arriving here 
in 1852 from North Carolina, was 
the first settler on the land that later 
became Escalon. Land he acquired 
included a small village which was 
called “Jones Town” prior to being 
renamed Escalon. Approximately 
one and one quarter miles east of the 
present town, John put up a tent for 
his mother and his four children. The 
dwelling of blue 
m a t e r i a l s o o n 
became known as 
the “Blue Tent 
Tavern.” Mother 
J o n e s a n d h e r 
grandchildren had 
the task of feeding 
stage coach and 
f r e i g h t w a g o n 
drivers as well as 
any other passing 
travelers needing a place to stop and 
eat. 

In time, John built two wood frame 
buildings, one at the tavern site and 

the other across the road on the 
north side of French Camp Road, to 
house his family. The tavern thrived 
and was well maintained. During 
this time all the freight carried from 
Stockton to the mines above Sonora 
were carried via the French Camp 
Road. There were beds available for 
women passengers to rest. Drivers 
stayed with their horses in a nearby 
barn. 

John Wheeler Jones was a freighter 
at that time, but after two and a half 
years he decided to go into farming. 
He turned the first soil in the area 
and seeded wheat, covering it by 
dragging brush wi th horses . 
Eventually Jones acquired 18,000 
acres in San Joaquin County, and 
land in the counties of Stanislaus and 
Tulare, for a total of 44,000 acres. 

In 1861, John built a large two-
story, eleven room mansion which 
still stands at its original site in 
Escalon. John had married a second 
time. His first wife died on the trail 

in route to California. He hired a 
school teacher from Stockton to 
educate his twelve children and 
other youngsters from surrounding 
farms. 

Classes were first held upstairs in the 
Jones mansion, but this activity 
became disruptive to the household. 
John and other families, whose 
children were being taught, financed 
and built a frame structure near the 
Jones’ residence. It was used as a 
schoolhouse until 1904. San Joaquin 
County then provided for the 

construction and 
teacher salaries of 
a two story, two 
room schoolhouse 
built three blocks 
a w a y o n F i r s t 
S t r e e t . T h i s 
elementary school 
was sold in 1915 to 
t h e E s c a l o n 
P r e s b y t e r i a n 
Church.

John Wheeler Jones died in 1893 
leaving his son, James Wesley 
Jones, a part of his farm. James 
chose the name Escalon, Spanish for 

Escalon Beginnings



step or stepping stone.  He began 
laying out the town of Escalon on 
this land in 1884 to serve the new 
Santa Fe Railroad and to be a center 
for the growing farm community. 
The first train from the east passed 
through Escalon about 4:00 am on 
June 20th, 1899 transporting 250 
Marines bound for China.  

The largest influx of settlers began 
between 1905 and 1920. Farming 
became more diversified with the 
irrigation district’s first water 
delivery in 1913. Vineyards, almond 
orchards and dairies were possible 
rather than just the dry farming of 
w h e a t a n d b a r l e y. S w e d i s h 
immigrants to the area made up a 
large part of the population for 
several decades. Escalon had a 
g r o w i n g c o m m u n i t y t o 
accommodate. Families looked to the 
town for accessible commerce, 
schools and 
churches.

The Escalon 
Commerc ia l 
C l u b , 
f o r m e r l y 
c a l l e d t h e 
E s c a l o n 
B o a r d o f 
T r a d e , 

organized in 1911.  They were 
active in the formation of the 
irrigation district, a lighting and 
water system (Escalon Water and 
Light Co.) and succeeded in getting 
supervisors to lay some “splendid” 
streets.

The Women’s Improvement Club, 
with about sixty women, organized 
in 1911.  They built the first fire 
engine house, received permission 
from the Santa Fe Railroad to fill in 
the unsightly hole near the depot and 
planted trees and rose bushes for a 
park. 

They were among the first to suggest 
building good roads and inaugurated 
a clean-up day each year.  They saw 

to it that child-labor laws were 
enforced and installed public 
drinking fountains.  They pressured  
for the removal of the large liquor 
signs that had long been a disgrace, 
when Escalon became “dry.”  Thirty 
volunteer firemen organized a “hose 

and chemical tank company” in 
1913.  The fire alarm for many years 
was a bell mounted on a tower in the 
Escalon Park.



1913 1914
Pastor R. B. Davidson

The early community of Escalon 
did not have churches. People rode 
to Stockton on horseback or in 
wagons. The ride would take 
nearly all day. Families would often 
travel on Saturday, stay overnight, 
attending church early on Sunday 
in order to return home before 
dark. Country families often held 
services in various homes, having a 
preacher come from Stockton. 

The nearest Presbyterian church 
was located in Stanislaus Station, 
renamed Ripon in 1874 with the 
establishment of a post office. This 
New Cumberland Presbyterian 
Church was organized in the old 
McKamy School House with nine 
members on Oct. 15, 1860.

The first Catholic Church, built in 
1878, was in the Atlanta District 
four miles west of Escalon. Most of 
the parishioners were Irish and thus 
named their church St. Patrick’s 
Catholic Church. Services were held 
the first Sunday of the month with a 
priest from Stockton presiding.  

The Lone Tree District Methodist 
Church was built in 1891. The 
Methodist church building was later 
moved to Escalon in 1910 when the 
community collected donations of 
$4,000. Thus, the Methodist Church 
is accorded the honor of being 
Escalon’s first church. 

Fourteen Escalonians met with the 
Rev. George B. Greig, Pastor-
Evangelist of the San Joaquin 
Presbytery, on Nov. 9, 1913. Their 
purpose was to organize the Escalon 
Presbyterian Church. 

The services were held in Fisk Hall 
for the first three years, with Rev. R. 
B. Davidson (Dec. 1, 1913 - Oct. 1, 
1915).  Mr. E. A. Clough, ordained 
as the first Elder in 1913, noted in 
his minutes that twenty new 
members were received. Fisk Hall 
was destroyed by fire in 1915; one of 
the town’s many fires (1916, 1917, 
and 1920).
	

T h e c h a r t e r m e m b e r s w e r e 
prominent citizens of the Escalon 
Community.  The Fisk family 
completed construction on the Fisk 
Building in 1911. This large 
building on Main Street, housed the 
E s c a l o n S t a t e B a n k , F i s k 
Mercantile Co., Hotel Fisk and 
Social Hall. 

Mr. Clough was a veteran of the 
Spanish-American war of 1898. He 
came to the Escalon area in 1913 
and planted one of the first almond 
orchards here. 

CHARTER	  MEMBERS

William	  Campbell
Mrs.	  William	  Campbell
Miss	  Margaret	  Campbell
Miss	  Helen	  Campbell	  
Mr.	  Samuel	  J.	  Irwin
Mrs.	  Minerva	  H.	  Irwin

Mrs.	  O.	  A.	  Fisk	  
Mr.	  E.	  A.	  Bidwell

Mrs.	  Emma	  W.	  Bidwell
Mr.	  Emery	  A.	  Clough
Mrs.	  Emma	  B.	  Clough
Miss	  Leona	  Kelley
Miss	  Hazel	  Kelley
Mrs.	  J.	  G.	  Voohries

1913-1922



Samuel and Minerva Irwin moved 
to Escalon in 1911. Mr. Irwin 
opened the lumber business known 

for many years 
as the Irwin 
L u m b e r C o . 
a n d l a t e r 
known as the 
M o o r e h e a d 
L u m b e r C o . 
when Mr. Irwin 
took over the 

Escalon State Bank to become its 
general manager. He had been the 
b a n k ’s p r e s i d e n t f r o m i t s ’ 
organization in 1912.

	

Mr. and Mrs. Bidwell came here to 
take over the duties of the Escalon 
Drug Store established earlier. They 

conducted the business of Escalon 
Drug Store from 1913-1924.

William Campbell, his wife and two 
daughters were four of the fourteen 
charter members. William Campbell 
was the last-living rider of the Pony 
Express Service 
which carried 
mail over 1,980 
miles from St. 
Joseph, MO to 
S a c r a m e n t o , 
C A . W i l l i a m 
e n t e r e d t h e 
service in 1860 
a n d r o d e a 

s e v e n t y - fi v e 
mi l e s ec t ion .  
W i l l i a m 
C a m p b e l l 
moved to the 
E s c a l o n 
community in 
1 8 9 3 a n d 
purchased part 
o f the ranch 
known as the 
“ B l u e Te n t . ” 

During the early days of their 
residence in California, William and 
his sons, Jack and James, drove 
wild horses and mules from a range 
ranch in Oregon to sell to local 
farmers for use as 
w o r k t e a m s . 
J o h n M . 
Campbell (Jack) 
served as Justice 
o f D e n t 
To w n s h i p f o r 
twenty-one years 
until 1950.

1915 1916 1917
Pastor Ira E. Surface Pastor W. L. Bone



1918 1919 1920

The first Escalon Elementary School (1909-1914) had outgrown the two-
classroom building at the corner of present day Hwy 120 and First 
Street. The Escalon Presbyterian Church purchased the wood framed, 
two-story building in 1915. Rev. Ira E. Surface filled our pulpit from 
Dec. 1915 to Dec. 1916. 

MEMORIES ARE GOLDEN

How vividly does mem’ry stir
	 The thrills of  long ago
And paint on glowing canvas yet
	 The scenes I used to know!

Those faces wreathed with sunny smiles
	 Of  many valued friends
Recalling them, I cherish them;
	 A joy that never ends.

A pleasant name is Escalon,
	 A sound that has a lure;
A village with a special charm,
	 Attraction to endure.

The country-side is full of  folks
	 You know are strong and true;
What e’er you give them, smiles or love,
	 They give right back to you

This Chapel, where the people come
	 To worship and to pray,
We dedicate again with thanks
	 And holy love today

I pray that, through the coming years
	 This church may ever be
A joyous church, a sacred spot, 
	 As it has been to me.

I bless the faithful pioneers;
	 May memories of  them last;
I bless the future and the folks
	 Who build upon our past.

Lawrence Bone
First Installed Pastor

1916 -  1922



The Rev. W. L. Bone was installed 
as our pastor serving from March 
1, 1917 - Oct. 11, 1922. He was a 
good organizer of improvements to 
the church building and a good 
Christian leader, especially with the 
young people.  The “Bonnie Foi” 
Club was organized in 1918, 
consisting of thirty young people, 
some from the church and some 
from the community.  A minstrel 
show was held by the young 
people’s club to raise funds for 
building a choir loft. 

The Ladies Guild assumed a $1,500 
loan to build a manse in 1919. It 
was on the corner of First Street 
and Hwy 120 where the Fellowship 
Hall parking lot is located today.

1921 1922 THE DECADE AT A GLANCE

Faye Barkley’s Chocolate Cake 
In the early 1913 - 1930, the covered casserole or hot dish became popular especially for church 

suppers.  At Escalon Presbyterian Church everyone looked forward to Faye Barkley’s chocolate cake 
following supper.  Faye joined the church as a child in 1921.

Beat together:
• 1 cup shortening, 2 cups white sugar

Add to the above mixture:
• 2 teaspoons vanilla, 5 eggs-one at a time

Add hot tap water to:
• ⅔ cup Ghirardelli’s ground chocolate-stir well 

and add to above mixture
Sift 3 times:

• 2 ½ cups cake flour; ½ teaspoon soda
Add alternately to cake mixture with:

• 1 cup buttermilk, 1 cup broken walnuts
Bake in 3 wax paper lined cake pans.  Bake for 25 minutes at 350 degrees.

Chocolate Frosting
• ¾ cup Ghirardelli’s ground chocolate, ½ cube butter, 2 cups sifted powdered 

sugar, 1 teaspoon vanilla
Dissolve chocolate in small amount of boiling water and add to remaining ingredients.  
Beat slowly to mix and then at high speed until thick enough to spread.
Note:  You may want to increase ingredients for this 3 layer cake.

1913
• President Woodrow Wilson 

(1913-1921)
• First crossword puzzle
• Henry Ford - first moving assembly 

line

1914 
• First traffic light
• Panama Canal officially opened
• WWI begins

1915
• Lusitania sunk by German U-boat

1916 
• First U.S. self-service grocery store

1917 
• First Pulitzer Prize awarded
• U.S. enters WWI

1918 
• Spanish flu pandemic
• Daylight Savings Time introduced
• Russian Czar Nicholas II and family 

killed

1919 
• Treaty of Versailles ends WWI

1920 
• Bubonic plague in India
• First commercial radio aired
• League of Nations formed
• Prohibition begins in U.S.
• Women granted Right to Vote

1921 
• President Warren G. Harding 

(1921-1923)
• Lie detector invented

1922 
• Insulin discovered
• Tomb of King Tut discovered



1923 1924
Pastor Lee Vernon

The early 1920’s was a time of 
rebuilding for Escalon. Fire was  a 
threat to the wooden structures of 
all towns during this period. 
Escalon had several fires, but none 
of such devastation as the “Big Fire” 
of June 4th, 1920. The fire began at 
4:45 p.m. in a hotel on Main Street. 
The heart of the business section 
was wiped out despite the heroic 
efforts of volunteer firemen and 
citizens alike. A strong wind carried 
the flames before it. Telephone 
communications with outside points 
were cut off at the start of the fire 
due to a broken cable. Word was 
sent to nearby towns by telegraph. 
Oakdale, Riverbank and Modesto 
responded with fire equipment, but 
arrived too late to save any 
buildings. Burning shingles carried 
by wind, burned the nearby barley 
fields of John Campbell and Claus 
Popp. The Methodist Church 
several blocks away, caught on fire 
three times, but was saved. The 
volunteer fire departments worked 

diligently but the inadequacy of 
their equipment and low water 
pressure handicapped them at every 
turn. 

The heaviest losses were sustained 
by S. J. Irwin. Two buildings 
belonging to him were worth 
somewhat over $30,000 and were 
only partially covered by insurance. 
Another EPC charter member, E. 

W. Bidwell, sustained a loss of over 
$6,000 in the Escalon Drug Store. 
The indomitable American spirit of 
the Escalon people showed itself in 
the midst of the calamity. While the 
fire was still blazing in his buildings, 
S. J. Irwin declared his intention to 
rebuild with larger and better 
structures as soon as the embers 
cooled sufficiently to permit him to 
begin work. 

E s c a l o n d i d r e b u i l d . 
Businesses and schools 
were built stronger and 
larger. New churches were 
f o r m e d a n d f a r m i n g 
flourished. Escalon had 
location, location, location. 
The early freight roads 
f rom Stockton to the 
mining fields of the Sierra 
foothills, the Stockton-
Yosemite Stage, the Santa 

1923-1932



1925 1926 1927

Fe Railroad and the rich farm land 
ready to produce a varied harvest 
provided an enviable location.

The Rev. Lee Vernon was the 
Escalon Presbyterian Church pastor 
from Sept. 1923 - Oct. 1927.   He 
was known for his encouragement of 
t h e S a n A n s e l m o S u m m e r 
Conference for young people in the 
community. “The conference presents a 
fine opportunity to study for church 
leadership  and at the same time enjoy a 
vacation in a beautiful place.” Weekly 
articles in the Escalon Times 
publicized the church activities with 
sermons under the heading “A Place 
for You.” The Presbyterian and 
Methodist churches often held 
“union” services sharing the Sunday 
morning and evening location and 
alternating the pastor’s sermons. The 
ladies of the church provided funds 
for building improvements with 
community “old-time chicken pie 
dinners” ($125 profit, Oct. 1924) and 
organized programs of interest. “The 
ladies of  the Presbyterian Church will give 

another missionary program at the church 
Sunday evening, July 6th (1924) at 8 
o’clock. There will be a splendid 

stereopticon talk on ‘The Southern 
Mountaineers’ recitation by primary 
children, impersonation ‘Cynthia’s 
Chance’ by the Christian Endeavor, and 
special music. Everyone come, you’ll 
enjoy it.” 

Membership of our church grew 
under Rev. Vernon’s leadership. 
“The interest and popularity of the 
Presbyterian Sunday school classes is 
well known and the rapid growth of this 
part of the church work has been a 
matter of congratulation and satisfaction 
to all.  Rev. Vernon’s sermons are always 
alive, on matters vitality related to 
present day problems, and are presented 
in a straightforward, thoughtful, and 
enthusiastic manner that appeals equally 
to men, women or young people. Come 
and see for yourself.” Session minutes 
r e c o r d e d e i g h t y - e i g h t E P C 
members. 
	

Dr. Harry Fifer acted as Pulpit 
Supply from 1928 - 1930. He was 

an exceptional speaker in great 
d e m a n d . L o c a l c o m m u n i t i e s 
requested Dr. Fifer.  He was the 
main speaker for the eleventh annual 
observance of Public Schools Week 
in the Oakdale Union High School 
auditorium. He often spoke at the 
Escalon Masonic Order, local 
churches and organizations. Dr. 
Fifer was very influential in the work 
of the community, but the country’s 
Great Depression had a larger 
impact. Though rural areas were 
more fortunate than citizens of larger 
urban areas, it was still a hardship 
with many falling behind financially, 
losing businesses and farms to 
unpaid mortgages and property 
taxes.  

UNEMPLOYED	  ARE	  STARTING	  TO	  
ROAM

………….....
	   M emb e r s	   o f	   t h e	   u n emp l o y e d	  
population	   are	   evidently	   becoming	  
tired	  of	  inaction	  and	  seem	   to	  be	  leaving	  
the	   big	   centers	   to	   travel	   through	   the	  
country	   side,	   depending	   on	  the	  bounty	  
of	  the	  citizens	  to	  furnish	  food.	  

	   More	   wanderers	   have	   been	   seen	   the	  
last	   week	   or	   two	   along	   the	   highways	  
leading	   in	  and	  out	   of	   Escalon	  than	  any	  
time	   during	  the	   past	   year	   and	  with	  no	  
apparent	   reasons,	   as	   farm	   work	   is	  
practically	  at	   its	  lowest	  ebb	  at	  this	   time.	  
A	   few	   months	   ago	   the	   railroad	   trains	  
seemed	   to	   be	   carrying	   the	   biggest	  
number	   of	   the	   Kloating	   population	   but	  
at	   present	   the	   men	   prefer	   walking	   the	  
highways.

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (11/28/32-‐Escalon	  Times)

WHY	  WE	  LIVE	  HERE
………….....

	   Of	   course	   Escalon	  has	   warm	   weather.	  
But	  it	  seldom	  if	  ever	  kills.	  It	  doesn’t	  last	  
long.	   It	   never	   keeps	   one	   from	   a	   good	  
night’s	   sleep	   and	   there	   are	   months	  
when	   the	   climate	   in	   this	   section	   of	  
California	  is	  delightful.	  No	  blizzards;	  no	  
cyclones;	  no	   tornadoes;	  no	   sun	  stroke;	  
no	   really	   poor	   people;	   none	   so	   very	  
wealthy;	  that’s	  the	  Escalon	  district.	  

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (7/24/30	  Escalon	  Times)



1928 1929 1930
Pastor H. N. Fifer

	

The Rev. Duane Orton, a 
professor from Stockton’s 
College of the Pacific (Oct. 
1931 - Sept. 1933), served 
EPC during chal lenging 
financial and building times. 

D u r i n g t h e d i f fi c u l t 
Depression era, the first 
carload of Tokay grapes was 
shipped to New York by rail 
from the so-called Steinegul 
Vineyard east of Escalon. 

Presbyterian	  Church
Harry	  N.	  Fifer,	  Minister
Sunday,	  September	  21

………….....
	   The	  church	  cannot	  exist	  without	  active,	  
interested	  members...members	  who	  are	  
willing	   to	   contribute	   generously	   of	  
the i r	   t ime	   and	   means	   for	   the	  
perpetuation	  and	  extension	  of	  that	   one	  
institution	   which,	   above	   all	   others,	  
exerts	   an	   uplifting	   inKluence	   in	   the	  
world.	   	   These	   men	   and	  women	   could	  
stay	  away	  from	  the	  Church	  as	   easily	   as	  
anyone,	   if	  so	  minded,	  could	  as	  easily	  as	  
others	   Kind	   ways	   to	   spend	   all	   their	  
means	  upon	  themselves.

	   We	   recognize	   our	   obligations	   to	  
everything	   else.	   	   Why	   not	   to	   the	  
church?	  	  We	  serve	  our	  employers,	  work	  
in	   our	   clubs,	   attend	   social	   gatherings,	  
pay	   the	   grocer	   for	  our	   food,	   pay	   taxes	  
for	   our	   schools,	   streets	   and	   safe-‐
keeping.	  	  Is	  it	  fair	  to	  make	  our	  Churches	  
suffer	   because	   they,	   unlike	   other	  
institutions,	   do	   not	  compel	  our	  service	  
or	  our	  payment	  for	  value	  received

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (9/21/1930-‐Escalon	  Times)



Rev. Boone

1931 1932 THE DECADE AT A GLANCE
Pastor Dwayne Orton

1923
• President Calvin Coolidge 

(1923-1929)
Charleston dance becomes popular
Talking movies invented

1924
• First Olympic Winter Games
• J. Edgar Hoover appointed FBI 

Director
1925
• “flapper” dresses in style
• HItler publishes Mein Kampf
1926
• A.A. Milne publishes Winnie-the-

Pooh
• Houdini dies
• Robert Gooddard fires his first 

Liquid-Fuel rocket
1927 
• Babe Ruth makes a home-run 

record
• Lindbergh flies solo across the 

Atlantic
• First talking movie, The Jazz Singer
1928 
• Bubble gum invented
• First Mickey Mouse cartoon
• First Oxford Dictionary published
• Penicillin discovered
• “sliced” bread sold
1929
• President Herbert Hoover 

(1929-1933)
• Byrd and Bennet fly over the South 

Pole
• Car radio invented
• First Academy Awards
• Stock Market crashes
• The “Great Depression” begins 
1930 
• Planet Pluto discovered
1931 
• Al Capone imprisoned for income 

tax evasion
• Empire State building completed
• U.S. officially has a national anthem
1932 
• Amelia Earhart, first women to fly 

solo across Atlantic
• Lindbergh’s baby kidnapped
• Scientists split the atom

Arlene Smith’s Tamale Pie 
Mr. and Mrs. Seward Smith (Arlene) joined Escalon Presbyterian Church in the 1930’s.  Arlene, 

nearly 97 years young, at this printing submitted one of her favorite recipes.

Brown:
• 1 pound hamburger-drain off fat.

Add to the above:
• Add taco seasoning according to directions on package.
• Add 1 can of corn with water, 1 can tomato sauce-15oz.                                  and 

1 cup of water.
• Simmer for 10 minutes
• Add 1 can chili beans

Simmer
• Add chili powder and cumin to taste.
• Add 2/3 cup corn meal, 2 cans black olives and 1 cup water.  Mix thoroughly.
• Stir half way through baking.

Bake at 375 for about 45 minutes to 1 hour depending on size of dish.

The areas peaches and apricots were 
grown mostly for drying.  When the 
demand for dry fruit decreased and 
health regulations became more 
stringent, dry yards such as these 
disappeared.  

Potatoes, figs and the row-crop 
spinach from the bottom lands along 
the Stanislaus River were but a few 
of the abundant agricultural 
practices available. 



1933 1934
Pastor Marcus E. Coen

The Escalon Presbyterian church 
has had a history of fires. Main 
Street’s Fisk Hall, the church’s 
original meeting place for three 
years, was destroyed by fire. EPC 
escaped the “Big Fire” of Escalon in 
1920, but the morning of April 4, 
1933 was the second fire affecting 
the congregation. Embers from 
nearby burning brush blew onto the 
church igniting the wood-shingled 
roof and attic. 

The Great Depression continued. 
The worst drought in U.S. history 
and failure to apply dry land farming 
methods on the American and 
Canadian prairie lands created the 
“Dust Bowl” displacing families. 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
promised a “New Deal” in his 
inaugural address giving hope to 
dispirited Americans, assuring them 

they, “Had nothing to fear but fear 
itself.”

Natural and political events also 
reached close to home.  The Escalon 
Times recorded pages of “delinquent 
taxes” on farms, businesses and 
homes. Whereas large parts of the 
country were suf fer ing from 
drought, Escalon’s area had an 
abundant share of rain, often causing 
floods.

Cal i forn ia exper ienced labor 
disputes that impacted Escalon as 
well. Worries of the “Reds” coming 
to sabotage valley crops prompted a 
seventy-five member ‘vigilante’ 
committee meeting with Justice of 
the Peace, Jack Campbell, on the 
evening of July 18, 1934. Escalon 
was in the midst of their peach 
harvest and had reason for concern. 

1933-1942
FIRE	  DOES	  DAMAGE	  TO	  LOCAL	  

CHURCH
………….....

	   Fire	   believed	   to	   have	   been	   started	   by	  
burning	  embers	   from	  a	  brush 	  Kire	  near	  
by	   damaged	   the	   E s ca l on	   F i r s t	  
Presbyterian	   church	   at	   11:30	   Tuesday	  
morning	  to	  the	  extent	  of	  about	  $3000.

	  	  	   	   The	  Kire	  started	  on	  the	  roof	  of	  the	  
church	  building	  and	  fanned	  by	  a	  breeze	  
ate	  its	  way	   into	   the	  attic	  of	   the	  building	  
before	   being	   discovered.	   The	   Escalon	  
Volunteer	   Kire	   department	   responded	  
and	  in	  a	  short	   time	  had	  three	  streams	  of	  
water	  playing	  on	  the	  blaze.

	  	  	  	  	   The	   Klames	   feeding	   on	   the	   dry	  
rafters	   and	  shingles	  spread 	  through	  the	  
entire	  upper	  portion	  of	   the	  church	  with	  
great	  rapidity,	  necessitating	  the	  Kighting	  
of	   the	   Kire	   at	   every	   point	   between	   the	  
roof	  and	  the	  ceiling	  of	  the	  second	  story.

	   	   	   	   Although	   the	   entire	   building	   was	  
damaged	   to	   some	   extent	   by	  water	   the	  
Kire	  damage	  was	   held	  to	  the	  upper	   part	  
of	   the	  building	  by	   the	  work	  of	   the	  local	  
Kire	  department.

	   	   	   	   The	   entire	   contents	   of	   the	   church	  
building	  including	  two	  pianos,	  the	  pulpit	  
and	   ros t rum	   were	   saved	   f rom	  
destruction	  by	   the	  work	   of	   the	  Kiremen	  
assisted	   by	   citizens	   and	   the	   boys	   from	  
the	  high	  school.	  

	  	  	  	  	   Members	   of	   the	   Escalon	   Grange	  
saved 	   the	   lodge	   property	   from	   the	  
second	   story	   room	   they	   use	   for	   lodge	  
purposes.	  

	   	   	   	   The	   Farmington	   Volunteer	   Fire	  
Department	   responded	   to	   a	   telephone	  
alarm	   sent	   in 	  when	   it	   looked	   like	   the	  
church	  building	  was	  doomed	  along	  with	  
all	   the	   other	   nearby	   buildings.	   The	  
Farmington	   boys	   made	   a	   record	  
breaking	   run	   with	   their	   apparatus,	  
covering	   the	   distance	   in	   ten 	   minutes	  
with	  Jeff	  Toda	  at	  the	  wheel.	  

	  	  	  	  	   The	   building	   was	   originally	   the	  
Kirst	   Escalon 	   high	   school,	   later	   being	  
used	  for	  a	  grammar	  school.	  

	   	   	   	   It	   was	   later	   purchased 	   by	   the	  
Presbyterian	   people	   and 	   remodeled	   in	  
1918.

	   	   	   	   Adjusters	   spent	   Wednesday	   and	  
Thursday	  in 	  adjusting	  the	  property	  loss	  
and	   arranging	   details	   of	   the	   insurance	  
settlement.	  A	  total 	  of	  $6500	  was	  carried	  
on	  the	  property.

	  	   	   Sunday	   school	   classes	   and 	  
church	  services	  will	  be	  held	  at	   the	  high	  
school	  next	  Sunday	  at	  the	  usual	  time.	  An	  
announcement	   will	   be	   made	   at	   the	  
morning	  service	  as	  to	  where	  the	  evening	  
Christian	  Endeavor	  meeting	  will	  be	  held.

	   	   (April	  4,	  1933)	  Escalon	  Times



1935 1936 1937
Pastor Noah J. Houk

The Rev. M. Coen (Sept. 1933 - 
June 1934) was the Stated Supply 
for EPC. Services were held in the 
Escalon High School auditorium 
for five months until fire repairs 
were completed. The Methodist 
church continued their support 
through this transition with “union” 
services. The school’s original 
entrance and bell tower were not 
replaced. A new entry greeted the 
community when regular services 
in September of 1934 began and 
the ladies of the church prepared 
meals.  . . . and cooked and cooked 
and cooked.

A headline of June 14, 1934, warned 
citizens to stay calm due to a 
spreading health concern.                           

The disease was later known as 
Polio.  It reached its peak between 
1940-1950 striking young adults as 
well as infants. Unknown to many, 
President F. D. Roosevelt was also 
afflicted with the disease. 

This decade had many changes to 
the church’s leadership, though the 
church kept its focus and continued 
to grow adding members who 
confessed their faith. Rev. Noah 
Houk (Sept. 1935 - Sept. 1937)                
was chosen to minister to the church, 
but not being a regularly ordained 
Presbyterian minister, i t was 

necessary to make arrangements 
with the Presbytery that he might 

s e r v e a s a S t a t e d S u p p l y . 
Arrangements were made and Rev. 
and Mrs. Houk moved to Escalon. 
He was still a senior student 
traveling to Stockton’s College of 
Pacific to complete classes. He 
served well and printed the weekly 
Sunday Bulletin, describing EPC as 
“The Church with a Friendly 
Welcome.” (see next page)

During Rev. Houk’s pastorate the 
church was transferred from the San 
Joaquin Presbytery to the San 
Francisco Presbytery.       

The Escalon Ministerial Association 
was formed in April of 1937 and 
Rev. Houk was elected president.  
The association’s charter members 
were: the Methodist-Episcopal 
Church, Mission Covenant Church, 
Saron Lutheran Church and Glad 

SEEK	  TO	  CHECK	  
GROWING	  TOLL	  OF	  

PARALYSIS
………….....

OfMicials	  Minimize
Possibility	  of	  Epidemic	  But

Urge	  Caution
	  	  ………….....

	   Owing	   to	   accounts	   o f	   unusual	  
prevalence	  of	   infantile	  paralysis	   in	  the	  
southern	  part	   of	   the	  state,	   it	   is	   natural	  
t h a t	   p a r e n t s	   h e r e	   s h ou l d	   b e	  
apprehensive	   of	   its	   extension	   to	   our	  
own	  county.	   	  Panic	  or	  undue	  alarm	  are,	  
however,	  unjustiKied.
	   With	   exception	   of	   1928,	   cases	  
have	   been	   reported	  every	   year	   in	   this	  
county	  since	  1920.

	   	   T h r e e	   c a s e s	   h a v e	   b e e n	  
positively	  diagnosed	  in	  the	  county	   this	  
year,	   one	   each	   in	   January,	   February	  
and	  May,	  and	  one	  fatality.

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  (6/14/1934-‐Escalon	  Times)



1938 1939 1940
Pastor Victor Mackay
Pastor William L. Staub

Tidings Assembly Pentecostal 
Church. The purpose of the 
organization was to discuss inter-
church co-operation and activities.  

The next five years brought three 
different pastors. The Rev. Victor 
Mackay (Feb. 1938 - July 1938) 
was formerly a missionary in 
Cameroon, Africa for three years.

Rev. D.T. Staub (Nov. 1938 - 
March 1941) found the valley’s 
summer heat especially difficult and 
resigned due to ill health. 

The Ladies Guild continued to raise 
funds for the church while providing 
e n t e r t a i n i n g p r o g r a m s .  A 
performance of Negro songs by 
“The Cotton Blossom Singers” on 
April 11, 1940, gave seventy cents to 
the traveling group while thirty 
cents of each collected offering-
dollar was used to purchase new 
song books for the Sunday school.  
Guild meetings were published in 
the Escalon Times with the names of 
those attending.  Your lack of 
attendance was duly noted.
  
The Escalon Times also reported a 
major state wide concern . . . a 
noxious, invasive weed.  Many 
articles called for the attentive 
eradication of ‘puncture vines.’  
Farmers poured oil, and burned the 
low growing plant to eliminate this 
prolific weed.  Contests were held 
between school classes to see the The EPC Bulletin from October 1936



Sumies: Won Tons 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Engel (Grace) joined Escalon Presbyterian Church in the 1940’s and Grace 
became famous in the church for hosting Chinese dinners.  The Engels used the funds gathered to 
support Regina, an African public health nurse whom they met on one of their world travels and 

also for various church projects.  These dinners were held into the 1970’s.

Combine together:
• 3/4 lb. ground pork sausage
• 8 water chestnuts, chopped
• 1/4 cup green onion, chopped
• 1 tsp. salt
• 1 tsp. cornstarch
• 1/2 tsp. grated ginger
• 1T. soy sauce

Mix well:
Place 1/2 tsp. of mixture in middle of won ton skins, fold using water to seal.  Deep fry 
in oil 350 degrees until skin is browned.

Chicken In Foil
• 1 lb. raw chicken cut into small pieces, 2 T. chopped green onion, 1 T. chopped 

Chinese parsley, 1/2 tsp. soy sauce (or 1 tsp. Worcester sauce), 1/2 tsp. sesame 
oil, 1/2 tsp. salt, 1 tsp. Accent, 1/2 tsp. sugar, 4 T. salad oil.

Cut squares of aluminum foil.  Mix ingredients and pour over chicken pieces.  Marinate for 1 hour.  
Place chicken pieces on squares of foil and fold into triangles.  Fold edges over several times to seal.  
Deep fry packets in oil at 350 degrees for 4 to 5 minutes each.

1941 1942 The Decade At A Glance
Pastor David T. Robertson

most seeds (thorns) that could be 
collected.  Burwood School children 
collected quarts of the ‘goat head’ 
thorns of f their p layground.  
However, puncture vines continued 
to thrive with many a bicycle tire 
deflated and barefoot agony.

Dr. D. T. Robertson (March 1941 - 
Oct. 1942) came as Stated Supply to 
become EPC’s regular pastor 
September of 1941; only three 
months prior to the Japanese attack 
on Pearl Harbor.  This disastrous 
attack ended the debate over 
America’s entrance into the war that 
raged around the world. 

             

James Montgomery Flagg (Pastor Robert C. 
Flagg’s Grandfather) created this poster in 
1917.  It was based on the original British 
poster of 1914, used to recruit soldiers  for 
both WWI and WWII.  J.M. Flagg used a 
modified version of his own face.

1933
• President Franklin D. Roosevelt 

(`1933-1945)
• FDR launched New Deal
• First Nazi concentration camp 

established
• First sighting of the Loch Ness 

monster
• Prohibition ends in U.S.A.
1934
• Cheeseburger invented
• U.S. dust bowl
• Parker Brothers sells the game 

“Monopoly”
1935 
• Germany issues the Anti-Jewish 

Nuremberg Laws
• Social Security enacted in U.S.
1936
• Hoover Dam completed
• Spanish Civil War begins
1937
• Amelia Earhart vanishes
• Golden Gate Bridge opened
• The Hindenburg Nazi airship 

disaster
• Japan invades China
1938
• Radio broadcast of “The War of the 

Worlds” causes panic
• Hitler annexes Austria
• Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs 

is first full-length animated cartoon
• “Superman” first appears in comics 
• Volkswagen Beetle first produced
1939 
• First commercial flight over the 

Atlantic
• Helicopter invented
• WWII begins
1940
• Stone age cave paintings found in 

France
1941
• Japanese attack Pearl Harbor
• Mount Rushmore completed
1942 
• Anne Frank goes into hiding
• T-shirt introduced



1943 1944
Pastor Robert A. Burns

As eager volunteers flooded 
recruitment centers, ordinary 
citizens soon felt the impact of war. 
Almost overnight the economy 
shifted to war production with 
consumer goods taking a back seat 
to military production. Nationwide 
rationing began almost immediately. 
The national maximum “Victory 
Speed” was 35 miles an hour and 
“driving clubs” were encouraged. 
Ration stamps were issued and 
“Victory Gardens” planted to help 

rations go further.  Classes were 
taught for safe food canning and 
backyards found chickens and 
small animals raised for food. War 
B o n d s w e r e s o l d , c i t i z e n s 
volunteered to serve as block 
wardens and enemy-airplane 
spotters. Women were encouraged 
to fill the jobs left by those in the 

armed forces.  
This was a war 
calling for the 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n 
and sacrifice of 
all citizens. 

T h e E P C 
session voted Robert Burns (Feb. 
1, 1943 - Jan. 1, 1945) to fill the 
pulpit as Student Supply for six 
months until he was ordained and 
installed as our pastor. He remained 
until January 1945 with a church 
membership of one hundred and 
fourteen. During this time there 
was focus on missions including 
money and Christmas boxes sent to 
servicemen. The young adult 
Sunday school class sent a regular 
newsletter to Escalon service 
persons. They called themselves 
WHO, “We Who Help Others.” 
Session minutes reflected constant 
focus on the business side of church 
life as well as spiritual growth, 
c o m m u n i t y a c t i v i t y , a n d 
appreciation of the choir under 
Cyril Derickson’s direction. EPC 

budgets were tight and though there 
were never reports of being in the 
negative, the bank balance at the 
end of 1943 was $108.90. Even with 
a tight budget, the session began the 
discussion as to whether the church 
plant was adequate. A new furnace 
was needed before winter and what 
could be done to improve the look of 
the auditorium windows?

Robert Buzza (March 1, 1945 - 
April 1, 1948) and his new bride, 
Margaret, were welcomed as a 
Student Supply from seminary. A 
Restoration Fund for the old 
building was supported by the 

1943-1952



1945 1946 1947
Pastor Robert Buzza

Ladies Guild rummage sale and 
Thanksgiving offering.  It was at this 
time that the thought of a “new 
chapel” building fund began. Lloyd 
Engel, building chairman, was asked 
to seek the advice of an architect. 
However, due to the war, there was 
a shortage of building materials. The 
Ladies Guild contributed to the Red 
Cross for needed articles sent to 
servicemen as well as dinners for 
servicemen here at home. 

Union services were again held 
during the summer months with the 
Methodist Church. Rev. Buzza and 
Mr. Ham exchanged 
churches for one month 
each. The host church 
furnished the music and 
took the loose collection. 
Rev. Buzza talked to 
members of Presbytery 
concerning unification 
with the Methodist 
Church. Presbytery 
committees were formed 
a n d f o u n d n o 

compelling motive for unifying. 
However, it was suggested that we 
do all in our power to “retain the 
good fellowship already established 
between the two churches and no 
action be taken at this time.”

Rev. Buzza encouraged activities for 
the young people in the church.  
Eleven attended the Summer Youth 
Conference. The activities made 
such an impression on the youth, 
that they requested a rally at EPC in 
January of 1948.  Fifty youth would 
need a place to sleep and eat. A 
movie projector was purchased with 

plans to show a religious picture 
one Sunday each month for the 
Sunday school opening exercise. 
The projector would be loaned to 
other churches for church work as 
long as one of EPC’s projector 
operators goes with it. A letter was 
sent to Escalon High School 
students inviting them to attend 
EPC during “Homecoming” week. 
The Buzza family moved to 
Hastings, Nebraska, to accept a 
teaching position at the Presbyterian 
College. 

Richard H. Hetz (Feb. 13, 1949 - 
Dec. 1, 1952) came in 1948 as a 
Student Supply. He was ordained 
and installed as our pastor in 
February of 1949. He encouraged 
Christian beliefs and activities in all 
EPC youth. He had a talent for 
wood work and used stored, hard-
wood doors from the old school to 
build a communion table, still in use 
today. The auditorium windows that 
“needed improvement” became 



1948 1949
Pastor RIchard H. Hetz19481948 1949 1950

Pastor RIchard H. Hetz

stained-glass windows designed and 
made by Rev. Hetz. 

The Ladies Guild assumed the debt 
of $7,500 to purchase the Swedish 
Lutheran parsonage adjacent to 
EPC.

By-Laws were adopted to govern 
both the congregation and the 
corporation. In connection with the 
adoption of the By-Laws, it was 
ordered that a Board of Deacons be 
established. Three deacons were 
elected and in the succeeding years, 
one deacon was to be elected each 
year. The first EPC Deacons elected 

were: Mrs. Cyril Derickson (3 
years), Mrs. Charles Moorhead (2 
years) and Mrs. George von Glahn 
(1 year). They would take charge 
of caring for the need among the 
members of the congregation and 
also assist the elders in preparing 
and serving the elements of the 
Lord’s Supper.

More community chicken pot-pie 
and enchilada dinners were prepared  

for the Restoration Fund. Once 
again, after thoughtful discussion, it 
was decided to re-activate the 
Building Fund. A no-high-pressure 
campaign was begun but individuals 
and groups were invited to make 
contributions. Three families, the 
Lloyd Engels, the Clarence Peters 
and the Earl Williams decided to 
sponsor a Chow Mein Dinner to 
“get the ball rolling.” Rev. Hetz 
challenged the congregation in both 
membership commitment and 
spirituality before transferring to 
Baldwin Park, CA in 1952.

The decade ended with heavy 
flooding along the Stanislaus River. 
A cure for Polio was created as 
school children lined up for sugar 
cube vaccines. Televisions were 
found in many homes and WWII 
servicemen and women came home 
to a changed society. WWII altered 
the political alignment and social 
structure of the world. 



1951 1952 The Decade At A Glance

Clinton (Dinty) Moore’s Hot Cakes
Not only women became famous for their culinary efforts at Escalon Presbyterian Church.  One 

man, Clinton (Dinty) Moore, hosted church members in his home as well as church by serving hot 
cake breakfasts and suppers.  His hot cakes became famous city wide and proceeds from his 

endeavors were used for funding church projects as well as mission support.

Hot Cake Dry Mix:
2 cups white flour
2 cups corn meal
2 cups Roman meal
1 tablespoon salt 
3 tablespoons sugar
3 teaspoons baking powder
Sift all ingredients except Roman meal together twice.  Add Roman meal.

Hot Cake Mix:
2 cups dry mix
1 quart buttermilk
5 tablespoons salad oil
2 or 3 eggs (separated)
1 heaping teaspoon soda (dissolve in water and add to the above mix before adding 
beaten egg whites)

Note:  It is difficult to find Roman meal in the grocery store but it can be purchased on line from 
the manufacturer.  Google:  Roman meal and you will find the address of the Roman Meal Baking 
Company in Tacoma, Washington.

The United Nations was established 
to foster international co-operation 
and prevent future conflicts. The 
great powers that were victors of 
the war – the United States, the 
Soviet Union, China, the United 
Kingdom and France – became the 

permanent members of the U.N. 
Security Council. However, the 
United States and the Soviet Union 
emerged as rival superpowers, 
setting the stage for the Cold War, 
which continued for the next forty-
six years.

1943
• Italy joins the Allies
1944
• Ballpoint pen goes on sale
• D-Day
1945 
• FDR dies
• Pres. Harry S. Truman (1945-1953)
• First computer built (ENIAC)
• Germans surrender
• Hitler commits suicide
• Microwave oven invented 
• United Nations founded 
• Slinky toy hits shelves
1946
• Bikinis introduced
• Nurenberg Trials
1947
• Chuck Yeager breaks the sound 

barrier
• Dead Sea Scrolls discovered
• Jewish refugees aboard the 

“Exodus” turned back by British
• Marshall Plan
• Polaroid camera invented
1948
• Berlin airlift
• “Big Bang” theory formulated
• State of Israel founded
1949
• China becomes Communist
• First non-stop flight around the 

world
• NATO established
• Soviet Union has atomic bomb
1950
• First organ transplant
• First modern credit card established
• First “Peanuts” cartoon published
• Korean War begins
• President Truman orders 

construction of hydrogen bomb
1951
• Color TV introduced
• President Truman signs peace 

treaty with Japan, officially ending 
WWII

1952 
• Car seat belts introduced
• Polio vaccine created
• Princess Elizabeth becomes Queen 

at age 25



1953 1954
Pastor Donald G. Price Pastor Frank Mouer

World War II’s five-star general, 
Dwight D. Eisenhower, easily won 
the 1952 presidential race. He 
evoked confidence in a country tired 
of war and fearful of Communism. 
H e h a d s e r v e d a s S u p r e m e 
Commander of the Allied Forces in 
Europe and was named the first 
Supreme Commander of NATO. He 
entered the presidential race 
crusading against Communism, 
Korea and corruption. President 
Eisenhower continued the New 
Deal agencies and expanded Social 
S e c u r i t y w h i l e e n d i n g 
McCarthyism. The country saw 
considerable economic prosperity 
under his presidency. This became a 
decade for growth nationally, locally 
and especially for EPC.

Donald G. Price (May 17, 1953 - 
Feb. 14, 1954) was called to the 
church just months prior to EPC’s 
40th Anniversary. Former pastors 

Rev. Hetz, Rev. Burns and Rev. 
Bone spoke during the celebration 
as well as Rev. Price speaking to 
“The Church Looks Ahead.”  

The anniversary was followed by 
Christmas activities and the Sunday 
school program where “white gifts” 
were collected and sent to the Ming 
Quong Homes in Oakland and Los 
Gatos for Chinese orphans.  It was 
later learned that Rev. Lee Vernon 
had passed away Nov. 3, 1953.  He 
had been serving as pastor in Napa 
for the previous twelve years. 

Rev. Price focused on the church’s 
growth and was concerned that 
many families involved in church 
life were not yet committed as 
members. He also realized the need 
of bible studies and prayer groups. 
This concern prompted Wednesday 
night gatherings for special prayer 
m e d i t a t i o n a n d a s i x - w e e k 
communicant’s class for the young 
people wishing to profess their 
faith. The adult choir was well 
received and a youth choir was 
formed. 

Community clubs were encouraged 
to participate in church services 
such as the Enterprise 4-H Club 
that lead a portion of the opening 
exercises in commemoration of 
National 4-H Sunday.  Once a 
month family-nights were popular in 
addition to the Ladies Guild 
Dinners, Presbyterian Rally Days 

and missionary conferences. Rev. 
Price resigned in 1954 due to his 
health and accepted a pastorate in 
Lampassas, Texas. 

Rev. Frank Mouer (June 21, 1954 
- Feb. 1, 1960) led EPC through a 
challenging and exciting time of 
building a new Sanctuary and 
building faith-filled lives through his 
emphasis on Christian education, 
youth camps and conferences. His 

1953-1962



1955 1956 1957

experience was varied as the pastor 
of a church in New York for six 
years, Army chaplain for two years, 
chaplain of the Presbyterian 
students at Westminster House at 
the University of Colorado, and a 
pastor of the Pleasanton, CA church 
the previous six years.  

Escalon’s faith was also tested 
during the winter floods of 1956. 
River bottom agricultural land was 
flooded and the bridge spanning the 
Stanislaus River south of Escalon 
was washed away disrupting travel 
to Modesto. 

Escalon experienced many changes. 
A telephone dial-system was 
installed. Escalon became an 
incorporated city in 1957. The 
building of the second Pioneer 
Memorial Hospital on California 
Street was completed.  The first 
hospital was located at the John 
Wheeler Jones mansion named for 
Jones’ pioneer status in Escalon.  A 
new city well and pump increased 

t h e w a t e r 
p r e s s u r e a n d 
supply. 

EPC also planned 
for building. The 
fifty-four year old 
building needed 
to be replaced. 

S e s s i o n 
a p p o i n t e d 
Lloyd Engel to 
once again chair 
t h e n e w 
s a n c t u a r y 
p l a n n i n g 
c o m m i t t e e . 

T h e y h a d t o 
consider all aspects from budgets, 
design, building materials and the 
archi tectura l s tructur ing for 
acoustics. Plans were going well 
until the budgeted $35,000 was 

exceeded and it was discovered that 
a main city sewer line was directly 
under the intended placement of the 
sanctuary. Discussions, meetings 
and even moving to a new location 
was considered. The congregation 
was reminded by member Paul 
Baker, “We are trying to do this 
alone, and as a congregation with 
Christian beliefs, we should not 
accept this as such a problem and 
worry, but have faith and have no 
reason for fear coming upon us at 
all.” 
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Thus, a few “frills”, as Lloyd 
Engel called them, were removed. 
Cedar shingles were replaced with 
a new composition-type roofing 
material. Other changes were 
made and a new budget of 
$44,500 was presented to the 
congregation. Escalon contractors, 
Don and Frank Brayton, were 

hired and construction began. 

Though the November dedication 
ceremony was not met, a service 
was held in the incomplete 
sanctuary.  The finished sanctuary 
was officially dedicated Jan. 26, 
1958 at a cost of $50,000. Members 
continued to use the upstairs social 
hall and Sunday school classroom 
space in the fifty-four year old 
bu i ld ing , whi le p lans were 
formulated to build a new Faith 
Center. 

The new sanctuary was a centerpiece 
for Escalon’s architecture, but rather 
s ta rk . The wood cross , and 
communion table were brought from 
the old church as well as the wooden 
pews, baptismal font, old organ and 
piano. EPC members stepped 
forward.  

R o b e r t 
Spear built 
a n e w 
lecturn and 
p u l p i t .                   
Mrs. Irma 
Moorehead 
a n d h e r 
s i s t e r s 
began the 
stained glass 
window Memorial Fund in honor of 
her mother, Florence Ullrey. Irma 
brought Carl Huneke, a German 
artist from San Francisco, to give an 

estimate of the expense 
a n d c o n s i d e r t h e 
project. 

The windows on either 
side of the sanctuary 
were to be completed 
as funding was made 
a v a i l a b l e t h r o u g h 
donations. Bernice 
Derickson was the 
next Memorial Fund 
chairperson accepting 
donations for items 
beyond the completed 
sanctuary windows. 



Rev. Mouer resigned Feb. 1, 1960 to 
accept the position of Director of 
Camps and Conferences and 
Westminster Projects for the North 
Coastal Area. He is remembered for 
his sermons that always lead back 
to, “All is given to us through the 
grace of God.” 

A number of men supplied the pulpit 
over fourteen months after Rev. 
Mouer stepped down.  Thankfully, 
Rev. E. Russell Chandler (March 
16, 1961 - Feb. 1, 1966) and his 
young family arrived from Concord, 
CA to fill the pulpit. 

Television brought the world-at-
large into homes.  The first televised 
Presidential debates of 1960 resulted 
in the election of John F. Kennedy. 
He inspired the country with his 
“Man on the Moon” speech in 
response to the Soviet’s launching of 
Sputnik. Freedom Riders challenged 
segregation on interstate buses and 
the Peace Corps was founded. The 
Bay of Pigs invasion, building of the 
Berlin Wall and the Cuban Missile 
crisis prompted the “duck and 
cover” atomic bomb drills in 
classrooms. 

1961 1962 The Decade At A Glance
Pastor E. Russell Chandler

Erma Jeanne Barton’s Refrigerator Rolls
Erma Jeanne Barton was inspector at the election board which met at the Roberson Ranch for 
several years.  She writes, “I always made rolls and cinnamon rolls for the workers and for the 

Roberson family.  Erma Jeanne and her husband, Bob, joined E.P.C. in 1953.

In a large bowl, combine 2 1/2 cups flour, 1/2 cup sugar, 2 tsp. salt 
and 2 pkgs. active dry yeast.  Add 1/2 cup butter.  With mixer at low 
speed, gradually pour 2 cups hot tap water (120-130 degrees) into 
dry ingredients.  Add 1 egg increasing mixer speed to medium.  
Beat 2 minutes, occasionally scraping bowl with a rubber spatula.  
Beat in 3/4 cup flour or enough to make a thick batter.  Continue 
beating 2 minutes, scraping bowl.  With a spoon, stir in enough 
additional flour (about 2 1/2 cups) to make a soft dough.

Turn dough onto a lightly floured surface and knead until smooth and elastic, or about 
10 minutes.  You will have to flour board often to keep dough from sticking.  Shape 
into a ball and place in a large greased bowl.  Grease top of dough with salad oil.  Cover 
with a towel and let rise in a warm place (80-85 degrees) away from draft until 
doubled-about 1 hour.  Dough is doubled when 2 fingers pressed lightly into the dough 
leave a dent.  Punch down dough by pushing the center of dough with a fist, then 
pushing edges of dough into center.  Turn dough over.  Brush with salad oil.  cover 
bowl tightly with plastic wrap and refrigerate, punching down dough occasionally until 
ready to use.

About 2 hours before using:  Remove dough from refrigerator.  Grease 15 1/2” x 10 1/2” 
open pan.  Cut dough into 30 equal pieces, shape into balls and place in pan.  Cover 
with a towel.  Let rise in a warm place until doubled.   Preheat oven to 425 degrees.  
Bake rolls 15-20 minutes until golden brown.  Brush rolls with melted butter.  Remove 
from pan and serve.  Makes 2 1/2 dozen rolls or 2 loaves of bread.

1953
• President Dwight D. Eisenhower 

(1953-1961)
• DNA discovered
• Hillary & Norgay climb Mt. Everest
1954
• Britain sponsors expedition to 

search for Abominable Snowman
• First atomic submarine launched
• Report states cigarettes cause 

cancer
• Segregation ruled illegal in U.S.
1955 
• Disneyland opens
• McDonald’s corporation founded
• Rosa Parks refuses to give up her 

seat on a bus
1956
• Elvis appears on Ed Sullivan TV 

show
• TV remote control invented
• Velcro introduced
1957
• Dr. Seuss published The Cat In The 

Hat
• Soviet satellite, “Sputnik”, launches 

Space Age
• Laika becomes first living animal to 

enter orbit
1958
• Hula Hoops become popular
• Lego toy bricks first introduced
• NASA founded
• Peace symbol created
1959 
• Castro becomes dictator of Cuba
• International treaty makes 

Antarctica a scientific preserve
1960
• Alfred Hitchcock’s Psycho released
• FIrst televised presidential debates
• Lasers invented 
1961
• President John F. Kennedy 

(1961-1963)
• Bay of Pigs Invasion
• Berlin Wall built
• Freedom Riders challenge 

segregation on interstate buses
• JFK give “Man on the Moon” 

speech
• Peace Corps founded
• Soviets launch first man in space
1962
• “Cuban Missile” crisis
• First Wal-Mart opens



1963 1964

Rev. Russ Chandler arrived in time 
for EPC’s 50th Anniversary. Lloyd 
and Grace Engle were asked to co-
chair the anniversary committee. A 

week-long event was planned with a 
mid-week communion followed by a 
reception with past ministers. A 
special worship service was held the 
first Sunday, followed by a pot-luck 
d inner. Mar tha C lough and 
Margaret Payne researched and 
wrote a church history brochure. 
Tom Hagan organized the worship 
services and Ethelia Prater handled 
publicity. Stan Love Jr. was in 
charge of dinner arrangements and 
the United Presbyterian Women 
organized the receptions for the 
Nov. 3-Nov. 10th anniversary week. 
The happy ce lebra t ion was 
shadowed just days later with the 
assassination of Pres. Kennedy. 

The EPC congregation maintained 
faith in God’s will and planned for 
the future. Rev. Chandler led EPC 
during the construction of the Faith 

Center with a fifteen-year loan of 
$70,000 at 5 ¾% interest from 
Oakdale’s Bank of America. He held 
serv ices that welcomed new 
members and encouraged young 
family fellowship. Vacation Bible 
School was a true vacation at 

Calaveras Big Trees. Families were 
encouraged to camp under-the-stars 
for a week of bible studies, crafts, 
campfires and meals. 

Pastor Chandler requested a quieter 
residence than the manse across the 
street from Central California Blow 
Pipe and Steel Company, Inc. 
(present day Hogan Manufacturing, 
Inc.) and requested instead, an 
allowance to purchase a home of his 
own. The session approved his 
request, decided to rent the manse, 
and give a pastor-housing allowance 
of $300.

The new sanctuary was a source of 
pride as members continued to give 
of their talents. Dick Lemkuil made 
the wood offering bowls still in use 
t o d a y a n d To m H a g a n w a s 
instrumental in the selection of new 
choir robes. Memorial gifts and 
donations were accepted for the 
continuing stained-glass window 
fund. A mimeograph machine was 
purchased for ease and speed in the 
printing of church bulletins and 

newsletters. 

However, political issues 
o f t h e t i m e s w e r e 
concerning EPC. Bob 
Barton spoke to the 
session (Nov. 8, 1965) 
expressing his concerns 
over the participation of 
the Presbyterian Church 
in agricultural-labor issues 

1963-1972



1965 1966 1967
Pastor Robert Schwenk

and freedom marches. National 
attention was given to the rally cry 
of Cesar Chavez and the United 
F a r m w o r k e r s O r g a n i z i n g 
Committee (later called the UFW, 
United Farm Workers). National 
figures, students, and religious 
groups, especially in large cities 
where grapes were sold, encouraged 
the Delano, CA grape boycott. EPC 
d e l e g a t e s s o u g h t fi r s t h a n d 
information by traveling to Delano. 
Rev. Chandler and session members 
represent ing EPC’s agrar ian 
background attended a revealing 
meeting of the San Francisco 
Presbytery. 

Rev. Chandler requested the 
severance of his pastoral relations 
with EPC on Jan. 30, 1966. He felt 
he could better serve the Lord by 
writing about Christian issues. He 
was the religion writer for the 
Modesto Bee, the Washginton (DC) 
Star, the Los Angeles Times, and the 
R e l i g i o n N e w s E d i t o r f o r 
Christianity Today magazine.  He 
has authored many Christian books.  

With the approval of the EPC 
Session, a letter written by Stanley 
M. Love was presented to San 
Francisco Presbytery Stated Clerk, 
Morris Roach, on March 18, 1966, 
concerning a desire of the EPC 
congregation to petition that the 
Escalon church be realigned with 
the San Joaquin Presbytery. In the 
midst of this request, Rev. Paul 

Pritchard was called 
as Interim Pastor. The 
old sanctuary was 
then taken down on 
April 18, 1966.

A month later, May 
18, 1966, a second 
letter was sent to San 
Francisco Presbytery. 
I t s ta ted the EPC Sess ion ’s 
resolution to change from San 
Francisco Presbytery to the San 
Joaquin Presbytery. It also stated 
that EPC was opposed to the San 
Francisco Presbytery’s plan to hire 
Saul Alinsky, a controversial 
community organizer and author of 
Rules for Radicals.

Rev. Robert Schwenk (July 1, 
1967 - Feb. 1, 1969) was called to 
serve as pastor. He and his wife 
Bernie, became immersed in church 
life by hosting young-couple dinners, 
working with the high school and 
college age groups, and meeting the 
challenges of the ever growing 
congregation. Membership was over 

200 and an estimated sixty-five 
children and adults were involved in 
Sunday school. The new Faith 
Center quickly became the hub of 
many community and church events 
and there was even a need to hire a 
dishwasher at $2.00 an hour to assist 
with kitchen duties. The youth 
group was one of many having 

events and hired out for 
“slave days” to earn 
money for their active 
schedule. 

A s p e c i a l s e s s i o n 
meeting was called on 
July 16, 1968 to discuss 
a disturbing newspaper 
article. The Council of 
Churches of Northern 
California, mentioned 

E P C a s o n e o f t h e 
churches that called for a boycott of 
market grapes. Bob Barton and Paul 
Baker were to draft a letter to the 
Council stating that we did not as a 
session, agree with the boycott. If 
there was not a satisfactory response 
from the Council, a letter to the 
press would be sent. 
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Pastor August E. Harris

Rev. Schwenk expressed his plan to 
leave EPC and further his education 
in art. EPC found itself struggling 
with the loss of a pastor, the loss of 
members, and the loss of financial 
support. Many reasons were thought 
to be the cause. But the consensus 
was to bring forward ideas and 
focus on rebuilding by inviting 
friends to come to church, having 
family services, encourage the 
youth to assist in music and remind 
members of the importance of 
financial support. The session put 
together a pastor seeking committee 
to find a good pastor that would 
help implement this rebuilding. 

Rev. August E. Harris (Sept. 1, 
1969 - Oct. 7, 1977) was called to 
t h e p u l p i t b y a u n a n i m o u s 
congregational vote. He and his 
wife, Mary, were welcomed to EPC 
and with the hard work of many 
church families; they were moved 
into the newly repainted and 

updated manse as part of his annual 
$6 ,500 sa l a ry and $600 car 
allowance. Pastor Gus led the 
church, became a substitute teacher 
at the high school and encouraged 
community activities with other 
churches. 

He supported a unified Vacation 
Bible School with the Methodist and 
L u t h e r a n c h u r c h e s a n d t h e 
consistent attendance 
o f EPC youth a t 
Calvin Crest Camp in 
Oakhurst.  A Carillon 
Fund was established. 
Tom Hagan confirmed 
with the Escalon City 
Council that there 
w o u l d b e n o 
o b j e c t i o n s t o i t s 
playing. A Carillon 
system was purchased 
for $2,000.95 as well 
as a Bell Industries 
public address system 
in the sanctuary for 
$300.
	


The actions of the General Assembly 
called for a special meeting of 
session on May 31, 1971. The 
Assembly’s financial support for the 
legal defense of Angela Davis, a 
nationally prominent activist and 
radical in the 1960’s, was disturbing 

to EPC. The Session disavowed, 
with the confirmation of a 
Congregational Meeting, the 
actions of General Assembly. 
E P C w o u l d s u s p e n d a l l 
contributions, including mission 
giving. 

Pastor Gus, realizing the recent 
struggles of the congregation and 
the challenges that lay ahead, 

announced during a congregational 
meeting that he had chosen a motto 
for the coming year, 1972. 
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1971 1972 The Decade At A Glance

Doris Love’s Pelucca Soup 
Doris Love raised three growing boys: Stan Jr., Tom and John.  She was originally from southern 
California, where she met and married Stanley Maynard Love.  They returned to the area in the 

late 1940’s where Stanley was raised. Doris was an active member of EPC’s WHO, We Who Help 
Others.  Her many soup recipes were a favorite of shut-ins and her family.  this recipe was 

particularly enjoyed as a hearty winter soup. Tom and Marsha Love were members in the 1960’s. 

1 rounded cup sliced carrots (diced is better) 
1 rounded cup sliced celery
1 cup medium sliced onion
3/4 cup rice

Marinate in 3/4 cubes butter for 10 to 20 minutes
Add 2 quarts chicken broth 
3/4 cup white wine

Simmer until vegetables are done
Add  1/2 lb. of Velveeta Cheese cut into small pieces.
Add 1/2 cup of half and half cream

Serve immediately

“Here these words from Lamentations 3: verses 22 - 24. “

22 - Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed, for his 
compassions never fail.
23 - They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness.
24 - I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion; therefore I will wait for Him.”

1963
• 16th Street Baptist Church bombing
• First women in space
• “Hot Line” established between 

U.S. and U.S.S.R.
• President Kennedy assassinated
• President Lyndon B. Johnson 

(1963-1969)
1964
• Beatles become popular in U.S.
• Civil Rig hts Act passes
• Nelson Mandela sentenced to life in 

prison
1965
• Los Angeles riots
• “Miniskirt” first appears
• U.S. sends troops to Vietnam
1966
• Black Panther Party established
• Mass draft protests in U.S.
• “Star Trek” T.V. series airs
1967 
• First heart transplant
• First “Super Bowl”
• Three U.S. Astronauts died during 

simulated launch
• Thurgood Marshall, first African-

American U.S. Supreme Court 
Justice

1968
• Martin Luther King Jr. assassinated
• Robert F. Kennedy assassinated
1969
• President Richard Nixon 

(1969-1974)
• ARPANET, the precursor of the 

Internet, created
• Neil Armstrong, first man on the 

moon
• Woodstock “Rock-and-Roll” 

concert
• Sesame Street first airs on TV
• Yasser Arafat becomes leader of 

PLO
1970
• Computer “floppy disks” invented
• Kent State shootings
1971 
• London Bridge brought to U.S.
• VCRs introduced
1972 
• Mark Spitz wins 7 gold medals
• Pocket calculators introduced
• Terrorists attack at Munich Olympic 

Games
• “Watergate” scandal begins



Rev. Gus Harris loyally served EPC. 
He helped to calm the turmoil and 
h e a l w o u n d s c a u s e d b y t h e 
denominational involvement in 
political and agricultural issues. He 
would be celebrating thirty-five years 
of active ministry and announced to 
the session his long range plan for 
retirement. He was concerned for the 
upheaval that sometimes can happen 
in losing a pastor and therefore 
w a n t e d t o w o r k w i t h t h e 
congregation and session in calling a 
new pastor. He suggested the idea of 
EPC mentoring a seminary student 
as an internship. The session agreed 
and student Rick Miles came in 1974 
for a three month summer internship. 
Pastor Gus took on this project as a 
mentor and a bond was formed. Rick 
Miles served for two summers as an 
Associate Minister to help Rev. 

Harris. The summer of 1974 also 
began a tradition held at the 
Roberson ranch. This popular event 
grew from a service and potluck 
picnic, to a great celebration with 
antique car rides, special music, 
volleyball games, water balloon toss, 

three-legged races and baptisms in a 
claw footed bathtub. This event 
would continue until the summer of 
2008.

The old organ was still used in the 
new sanctuary, but an organist was 
not easily found. Beth Maxwell, a 
thirteen-year-old member of the 
Farmington Methodist Church, was 
approved as EPC’s new organist. 
Her mother agreed to provide 
transportation for practice and 
services. The discussion of the old 
organ and difficulty in finding parts 
prompted the formation of a 
committee to seek information. 

The Fellowship Hall was a popular 
gathering place for meetings, coffees 
and potlucks. A “kitty” was started 
for a much needed dishwasher. 

Church life was active with many 
young families involved. A young-
couples group met at the home of 
Janet and Jerry Barton, snow trips 
to the Roberson cabin in Strawberry 
were enjoyed by the active youth 
group and Missions and Stewardship 

were emphas ized . Supported 
projects included: Blanket Mission, 
One Great Hour of Sharing, 
Presbyterian Emergency Fund, 
Youth Projects on World Service, an 
African missionary nurse named 
Regina, and active concern for the 
World Hunger Coalition.  

Rev. Gus Harris submitted his letter 
of resignation to be effective June 
19, 1977. He was present for the 
Jan. 16th final payment made on the 
Fellowship Hall. A pastor seeking 
committee was led by Wayne Engel.  
He presented goals and objectives, 
the official position of EPC’s Session 
that would guide the pastor seeking 
committee.

Rick Miles (Sept. 18, 1977 - March 
1, 1982) was the obvious candidate. 
He was ordained on Aug. 28, 1977 
and installed as pastor on Sept. 18, 
1977. 

1973 19741973-1982



Rev. Boone

Rev. Gus Harris, with the support of 
the entire congregation, was voted to 
receive the title of “Pastor Emeritus.” 
His lifelong work and dedication as a 
pastor was honored by all. He was 
generous, fun loving and a truly 
talented man. Many members were 
recipients of his paintings 

The Fellowship Hall’s kitchen 
d i s h w a s h e r w a s p u r c h a s e d . 
D i s c u s s i o n b e g a n a s t o t h e 
i n s t a l l a t i o n o f a n a u t o m a t i c 
sprinkling system and a plot plan 
was developed of the church grounds 
for members to adopt-a-plot for yard 
care. Directional microphones and 
earphones for hearing aid jacks were 
purchased.  Vaughn Manners 
designed and made holders to fit on 
the back of each pew to hold visitor’s 
cards and a pencil. A children’s 
bulletin was given to all children 
during the Sunday morning worship 
service, with items of interest for first 
through fifth grade children. 

Cushions for the wooden pews were 
made and installed for $3,130 and, 
once again . . . what to do about the 
organ? After careful consideration, 
t h e o r g a n c o m m i t t e e ’ s 
recommendation was to purchase a 
Reuter pipe organ from Lawrence, 
Kansas at a cost of $37,832 including 
freight and construction costs of 
installation. Alice Popp was to draw 
a mock-up view of the installed pipes 
for the front of the Sanctuary. Fund 
raising began! 

The Reuter Unit Organs are not a 
mass-produced stock product. This 
instrument is an original creation, 
designed and especially built  for our 
church. Many of  Reuter’s workers 
were church organists, so that the 
organ is designed and put together by 
musicians. It was constructed and 
played in Lawrence, Kansas, then 
dismantled and brought to Escalon. 
Each pipe had been meticulously 
adjusted to the specific acoustics of the 
sanctuary by Mr. Franklin Mitchell, 
President and Tonal Director of  the 
Reuter Company. The principal pipes 
are exposed on a separate wind chest 
and the balance is enclosed inside the 
organ chamber behind the shutters, 
for musical flexibility. Once installed, 
the organists practice to exercise the 
musical instrument thoroughly. 

The custom-made Reuter organ 
arrived. Alan Briggs of Redwood 
City spent months of careful 
installation, tuning and perfecting the 
sounds. Meanwhile, fourteen-year-
old Sean O’Meara, of Modesto, 
played the organ during Sunday 
services. The old Baldwin organ and 
Wurlitzer speaker box were donated 
and gratefully accepted by the new 
Sierra United Presbyterian Church.

Rev. Miles began a study-series 
entitled “Spiritual Healing” on 
Sunday evenings and introduced 
children-sermons during regular 
service. It was felt the attendance for 
Sunday school was low with the 
exception of the nursery. A survey 
was taken to determine the number 

of children who should be enrolled.  
A retreat was held to review the 
goals and evaluate accomplishments 
in Christian Education, Membership 
and Evangelism. 

The Presbyterian General Assembly 
made changes. Children were now 
eligible to take communion if they 
had been baptized. An Elder may be 
appointed to serve the sacraments 
but must be sanctified by Presbytery 
and receive theological training. The 
Book of Order now states that 
session shall consist of both men and 
women. 

Rev. Miles received and accepted a 
calling from St. Mark’s Presbyterian 
Church in Lomita, CA. 

1975 1976 1977
Pastor Richard A. Miles



1978 1979 1980

A p a s t o r 
s e e k i n g 
committee 
was formed 
a n d R e v. 
Phil Bliss 
(March 1, 
1982 - Oct. 
30, 1982) 

was introduced as interim pastor. He 
was actively involved in the church 
and truly appreciated.  Asked why he 
could not stay? He wrote in the Oct. 
1982 The Pres, “The Presbytery of 
Stockton informs the Church and the 
interim pastor, and both parties 
accept the principle, that interim 
cannot be considered for the vacancy 
in the Church.” He continued, “This 
is our denomination’s policy and I 
must follow that. But beyond that, 
personal and family considerations 
have prompted us to seek a pastorate 
in the Eastern USA nearer our 
relatives. We are seeking God’s will.” 

In response to the call of God and 
the congregation, the Rev. Arthur G. 
Hampson (Nov. 1, 1982 - June 30, 
1990) arrived to serve. He was a 
native of Seattle, WA and served in 
the U.S. Air Force during the 
Korean War in the Philippines. He 
returned to Seattle to work for 
Boeing but the Rev. Hoffmeister, 
pastor of the Westside Seattle 
P r e s b y t e r i a n C h u r c h , w a s 
ins t rumenta l in encourag ing 
Hampson to become a Christian and 
a Presbyterian. After graduating 
from Seattle Pacific College, he 

entered the Pittsburg Theological 
Seminary and served four years as 
pastor in Florida, two years in 
P e n n s y l v a n i a a n d l a s t l y, i n 
Chattanooga, Tennessee. It had been 
thirty years since Rev. Hampson and 
Rev. Hoffmeister had met, but a 
renewed friendship was formed 
when Rev. Hoffmeis ter, now 
chaplain at the Castle Air Force Base 
(Atwater, CA), officiated at the Nov. 
1, 1982 installation. 
 
The EPC congregation was eager to 
support their new pastor. Ray 
Betcher had flown to Tennessee to 
he lp Rev. Hampson dr ive a 
furniture-filled truck cross country in 
four days. Janet and Jerry Barton 
housed Art and his wife Anita, until 
they could move to their own home. 
Grace Engle cooked meals for the 
moving workers, all to welcome the 
Hampsons. Rev. Hampson and Anita 
did indeed feel welcomed to Escalon 
when he said, “You know everyone 
and everyone is neighborly.” The 
EPC congregation was known as the 

“Can do!” congregation by a 
thankful Art and Anita. 

The welcome of Rev. Hampson was 
followed just twenty days later by the 
much anticipated dedication of the 
Reuter organ. Michael Erat , 
cha i rman o f the Ins ta l l a t ion 
Committee, reported the total cost of 
the organ and installation was 
$47,037.79, of which $41,374.94 was 
spent on the purchase, transporting 
and installation of the organ. 
Another $5,662.85 was spent for the 
construct ion of the chamber, 
electrical work and incidentals. 

The organ committee stated, “After 
three years of dedicated service and 
conscientious effort, our dreams have 
finally been realized. In our church 
has come to reside a work of art that 
will carry our prayers on high with 
each utterance.” Committee member, 
Toney Van Spronsen (Rose) stated in 
the dedication’s history of the organ, 
“Good music is an integral part of 
this dedication. Not only is music 
inspiring and emotionally uplifting, 
but great composers and their works 
are perhaps the most vivid reminders 
that man does carry a remnant of 
greatness, that we really do bear the 
image of God.”

On Sunday afternoon, Nov. 21, 
1982, the sanctuary was filled to 
capacity with people seated in the 
choir pews as well as in folding 
chairs front and rear. New banners 
by Alice Popp with the help of the 



children in Sunday school and an 
arrangement of colorful leaves by 
Rev. Gus Harris, decorated the 
sanctuary. The celebration was 
dedicated to the glory of God with 
the participation of Rev. Rick 
Miles, Rev. Gus Harris and Rev. 
Art Hampson. 

Virginia (Ginni) Peterson of Talent, 
OR, daughter of Bernice and Cyril 

Derickson, was the 
guest performer. Ginni 
w r o t e , “ F o r t h i s 
concert I have selected 
a variety of music 
which will demonstrate 
the wide range of the 
o r g a n ’ s p o t e n t i a l 
capability. Some of the 

music wil l be soft , 
warm, tender, and caring just as our 
Savior was with children. Other 
music will be full, strong, and firm 
as Christ was in His resurrection 
from the grave.” The dedication 
concert ended with a standing 
ovation and a moving encore of 
“Amazing Grace.” 

“Let the pipes be heard on high.”

1981 1982 The Decade At A Glance
Pastor Philip Bliss
Pastor Arthur G. Hampson

1973
• Sears Tower built
• U.S. pulls out of Vietnam
• U.S. Vice President Spiro Agnew 

resigns
1974
• U.S. President Nixon resigns
• U.S. President Gerald Ford 

(1974-1977)
1975 
• Arthur Ashe, first black man to win 

Wimbledon
• Microsoft founded
• Pal Pot becomes the Communistic 

dictator of Cambodia
1976
• North & South Vietnam join to form 

Socialist Republic of Vietnam
• Tangshan earthquake, 240,000 die
1977 
• President Jimmy Carter (1977-1981)
• Elvis Presley found dead
1978 
• FIrst “test tube” baby born
• Jonestown massacre
1979 
• Ayatollah Khomeini returns as 

leader to Iran
• Iran takes American hostages in 

Tehran
• Margaret Thatcher, first woman 

Prime Minister in Great Britain
• Mother Teresa awarded Nobel 

Peace Prize
• Nuclear accident at Three-Mile 

Island
• Sony introduces the Walkman
1980
• Failed rescue of Tehran hostages
• John Lennon assassinated
• Mount St. Helens erupts
• Rubik’s Cube becomes popular
• Ted Turner establishes CNN
1981 
• President Ronald Reagan 

(1981-1989)
• Assassination attempt on President 

Reagan
• First woman appointed to U.S. 

Supreme Court
• New plague identified as AIDS
• IBM (PC) Computers Introduced
1982
• E.T. movie released
• Michael Jackson releases “Thriller”

Alice’s Walnut Coffee Cake 
Janet and Jerry Barton joined EPC in 1970 while Rev. August Harris was pastor.

“In the 1950’s, my dear mother-in-law shared this recipe with me. It was a family favorite then and 
remains a favorite to this day.  This coffee cake may be eaten as a breakfast treat or served with tea 
or coffee for a mid afternoon snack.  I have also served it topped with vanilla ice cream for dessert.”

2 ½ cups flour
1 cup white sugar
1 cup brown sugar
¾ cup canola oil or vegetable oil
1 tsp. salt
1 Tbls. nutmeg

Mix together the above ingredients.  
Take out 1 cup for crumbs for top of cake.                          
Add to the remainder:
1 egg
1 cup buttermilk or sour milk  (to make sour milk
 add 1 1/3 Tbls. vinegar to 1 cup of milk..let stand for a few minutes)
1 tsp. soda
1 tsp. baking powder

Mix ingredients. Batter will be thin.  Pour into a greased and floured 11”x16” pyrex 
baking pan.  Put crumbs on top and then spread 1 cup chopped walnuts on top of 
crumbs.
Bake at 325 degrees for about 20 minutes.



The joy of a new pipe organ was 
evident with each worship service. 
But few were aware of the secret 
meetings that were taking place as a 
result of the organ dedication. 
Virginia, guest organist and daughter 
of Bernice and Cyril Derickson, and 
her husband Dudley Peterson came 
up with an idea during the dedication. 
A stained glass “music window” in the 
back of the sanctuary was to be given 
by them in memory of Cyr i l 
Derickson, EPC’s choir director of 
thirty years until his death on Dec. 24, 
1979. This project was to be done 
without her mother’s knowledge and 
with the help of Pastor Emeritus Gus 
Harris. 

Alice Popp researched and drew the 
designs illustrating the musical 
instruments. Dan Adams did the 
calligraphy and Pastor Harris guided 
the project with Rodger and 
Pene lope Pra te r, owner and 

managers of 
the S ta ined 
Glass Studio 
i n t h e O l d 
Winery. This 
c e n t r a l 
window on the 
back wall of 
the sanctuary 

is designed to illustrate some of the 
musical instruments used during 
Biblical times for songs of praise, joy, 
sorrow and prayers mentioned in the 
Old Testament, in particular, Psalm 
150. The musical instruments 
illustrated from top to bottom are:  
Shofar or Ram’s Horn, Egyptian 
Harp, large harp, Shepherd’s Pipes, 
Cymbals, Timbrel, Sistrum, Viol, 
Trumpet, Lute, and the Harp of ten 
strings.

The window was installed and 
dedicated July 10, 1983 as a fitting 
tribute to both Cyril and Bernice who 

had given so much of themselves to 
the church and Escalon. 	


David Joliff was hired as both 
organist and choir director for the 
next year. Upon his resignation, 
Trudy Leachman agreed to be the 
choir director and organist for the 
next six months. She began in Jan. of 
1984 and regretfully resigned in July 
of 1992 after (six months?) of faithful 
dedication. 

Maintenance of church buildings was 
on going. The sanctuary needed 
painting both inside and out as well 
as exterior painting of other 
buildings. New roofing was needed 
for the Sanctuary ($4,320) and the 
Faith Center. Ceiling fans were 
installed in the Faith Center as a 
memorial to Vaughn Manners who 
had earlier given sanctuary ceiling 
fans in memory of David Manners. A 
new copier and a computer package 
($720) were purchased for the office. 
A i r c o n d i t i o n i n g w a s b e i n g 
considered. 

The Worship Committee tabled the 
motion regarding applause during 

1983 19841983-1992



s e r v i c e . T h e F e l l o w s h i p a n d 
S h e p h e r d i n g C o m m i t t e e 
recommended Fellowship time not be 
used for baby showers, but may be 
used for the recognition of birthdays 
and anniversaries. Session tabled the 
motion to sponsor a refugee. What 
would be the church’s responsibility if 
employment doesn’t work out or 
l iabi l i ty? Deacons were given 
permission to use the church property 
for their two-day Deacon Yard Sale. 
Alice Popp designed and made new 
paraments and banners for the 
sanctuary. 

The future of the manse adjoining the 
church property was questioned 
again. Session requested and received 
permission to sell the manse from 
Presbytery, the deed holder, in 1983. 
The manse was sold in 1985 and the 
funds realized from the sale were used 
as a capital-loan fund to assist pastors 
in purchasing their own homes. 

Ron Leachman was asked by session 
to file a “breach of contract” 
complaint against the Reuter Organ 
Company (Oct. 1985) for lack of 
maintenance on the pipe organ. A 
settlement check of $5,356 was 
received June, 1989.  The funds were 
used for: $1,741.49 in legal fees, a 
$1,000 piano purchase, $1,400 to 
purchase twenty choir robes, and 
$1,152.51 to remain in the organ 
fund. Trudy Leachman gave a 
memorial gift in her father’s name to 
fix the organ, add a new rank of oboe 
and put in an additional Trompette 
stop. Don Dingler was hired to repair 
the organ.  

In 1987 the church received a sizable 
amount of money from the estate of 
deceased member, Julie Downer. The 
terms of the Will stated 
that all interest earned 
from the grant was to 
be used for Christian 
E d u c a t i o n . T h i s 
enabled the church to 
hire a Youth Leader. 
Under the leadership of 
Steve Watts the youth 
group grew in number, 
c o m m i t m e n t a n d 
accomplishment. 

A building plan was presented to the 
congregation in Oct., 1987 for a much 
needed addition with the growing 
congregation of 190 members. Plans 
for clearing the site were made and 
the bid of Boese Construction Co. for 
$105,321 was accepted. The new 
addition was to be built adjoining the 
children’s nursery. The pastor’s study, 
church office, two Sunday school 

classrooms, a conference room, choir 
rehearsal room which can also serve 
as a bridal party dressing room were 

a d d e d a s w e l l a s 
restroom facilities for 
t h e h a n d i c a p p e d .  
Ground was broken in 
1988 and construction 
was completed for a 
total of $120,000.
	

Pastor Art Hampson 
felt the need of housing 
for our seniors in 
Escalon.  A housing 

plan for low income 
citizens was conceived.  He received 
the cooperation of the Escalon 
Ministerial Association and the City 
Council.  In 1984, an application to 
t h e H o u s i n g A n d U r b a n 
Development Department of the 
Federal Government was made for 
funding.  Actual work began in 1985 
on Escalon-Bellota, North of Escalon.  
Work was completed in 1986.  Project 

1986 1987
Pastor Marcus E. Coen 19871985 1986 1987



co-sponsors with EPC were the 
Christian Reform Church and the 
Saron Lutheran Church. The 
dedication service for Heritage House 
was held in the spring of 1987. 

EPC celebrated its 75th anniversary in 
November of 1998. Erma Jeanne 
Barton was chairperson of the event 
and a quilt and a commemorative 
book was prepared.

Rev. Hampson led the church through 
growth. He encouraged youth 
programs, growing membership and 
mission projects. EPC supported 
M e d i c a l M i s s i o n , H e i f e r 
International, Regina, a missionary 

nurse in Africa, 
B l a n k e t 
Collection and 
the Children’s 
Crisis Center in 
Modesto. His 
resignation was 
r e g r e t f u l l y 
accepted when 
he left Escalon 

t o r e t u r n t o 
Chattanooga, TN in 1990.

A representative from Presbytery 
presented a thirty-six step checklist 
for filling the pulpit. A Pastor Interim 
Committee and a Pastor Nominating 
Committee was formed. 

Rev. Augustus (Gus) E. Noland 
(Sept. 7, 1990 - July 31, 1991) from 
Fair Oaks, CA was chosen as an 
Interim Pastor. He and his wife Peggy 
moved into an apartment on the 
property of Pastor Emeritus Gus and 
Mary Harris. They had many good 
times with Gus and Mary, and got to 
know the church quickly under the 
tutelage of the Harris’. Gus Noland 
and Peggy were a good team. They 

were active as Sunday school 
teachers, led the youth, helped with 
projects and transitioned the church 
for its new minister. During their 
ministry, Hogan Manufacturing 
donated the metal fencing bordering 
the church property and Hwy 120. 

	

The Nolands departed on July 31, 
1991 when the church called Rev. 
Robert C. Flagg  (Sept. 8, 1991 - 
Aug. 31, 2000). He came to us from 
Azusa, CA with his wife Yvonne and 
their three-year-old son, Kenny. Bob 
and Yvonne became immersed in the 
life of the church. Yvonne worked to 
reinstate the EPC Youth Choir 
program and she was hired as Youth 
Director. Yvonne joined the choir and 
Presbyterian Women. When the choir 
director/organist resigned, she became 
the choir director. Together Bob and 
Yvonne ministered to the youth of our 
church and a Thursday afternoon 
youth club was begun for elementary 
aged youth. Brett Pratt, a student, 
was hired as an organist. He deferred 
compensation so that he could 
maintain a “scholarship” status at his 
school. 

1988 1989 1990
Pastor Augustus E. Noland



Rev. Flagg served on the Escalon 
Ministerial Association and was 
pas to r f o r many communi ty 
weddings and funerals. But there 

was perhaps none as well attended 
as the memorial service held for 
Pastor Emeritus August E. Harris 
on June 1, 1992. 

1991 1992 The Decade At A Glance
Pastor Robert C. Flagg

Minestrone Hamburger Soup
Jerry and Diane Hougland joined EPC in 1986.  Diane submitted the following recipe with this 
background story. “This soup recipe came from my husband via his mother.  It became a winter 
staple meal for our family.  I have made it for several church functions over the years and have 

passed the recipe on to family, friends and church members.”

1 lb. ground beef, crumbled
1 cup chopped onion
1 cup cubed raw potatoes
½ cup diced celery
1 cup shredded cabbage (or 1 pkg. frozen chopped spinach)
1 large can (1 lb. 13 oz.) tomatoes
¼ cup rice 
1 small bay leaf
½ tsp. thyme
¼ tsp. basil
3 tsp. salt
1/8 tsp. pepper
1 ½ quarts water
Grated parmesan cheese
Cook ground beef and onion in large pot until slightly browned. Add potatoes, celery, 
cabbage (or spinach) and tomatoes.  Bring to a boil.  Sprinkle in rice.  Add spices and 
water.  Simmer covered for 1 hour.  Serve with parmesan cheese.    Serves 6-8

1983
• “Cabbage Patch Kids” dolls are 

popular
• President Reagan announces 

defense plan “Star Wars”
• Sally Ride, first woman in space
• U.S. Embassy in Beirut bombed
1984
• Indira Gandi, India’s Prime Minister 

killed
• “PG-13” movie rating created
1985 
• Hole in ozone layer discovered
• Wreck of the “Titanic” found
1986
• Space shuttle “Challenger” 

explodes
• Chernobyl nuclear disaster
• Iran-Contra scandal unfolds
• U.S. bombs Libya
• U.S.S.R. launches Mir Space 

Station
1987
• DNA first used to convict criminals
• N.Y. Stock Exchange suffers huge 

drop on “Black Monday”
1988 
• Pan Am flight 103 bombed over 

Lockerbie
• U.S. shoots down Iranian airliner
1989 
• President George H.W. Bush 

(1989-1993)
• Berlin Wall falls
• Exxon Valdez spills millions of 

gallons of oil on coastline
• Students massacred in Tiananmen 

Square
• Pres. Bush announces he doesn’t 

like broccoli
1990 
• Hubble Telescope launches into 

space
• Nelson Mandela freed
1991 
• Collapse of the Soviet Union
• Copper-Age man found frozen in 

glacier
• Operation “Desert Storm”
• South Africa repeals Apartheid laws
1992 
• Official End Of Cold War



Rev. Bob Flagg was very interested 
i n h i s t o r y, w h i c h h e o f t e n 
incorporated into his sermons. (See 
1933-1942 decade) He also enjoyed 
sports and made a point of 
attending school sporting events in 
which the youth of the church 
p a r t i c i p a t e d . B a c c a l a u r e a t e 
Services were held in our sanctuary 
and Wish International (Japanese) 
was granted the use of our 
Fellowship Hall for three-week 
classes in the English language. 

A photo directory was distributed 
for member ’s communicat ion 
c o n v e n i e n c e . T h e M i s s i o n 
Committee continued to support: the 
Heifer Project, Mission Aviation 
Fellowship, Medical Mission, One 
Great Hour of Sharing, Christmas 
in July, Peacemaking Sunday and 
Christmas Joy. However, letters 
from General Assembly urged 
increased mission giving. 

There were many events to 
celebrate in 1993. Bob and Erma 
Jeanne Barton celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary, Bernice 
Derickson celebrated her 95th 
birthday.

The Hagan family offered to hold 
a Presbyterian Golf Tournament 
with the $5.00 green fees to be 
g iven to the Calv in Crest 
Scholarship Fund.  Hot dog, tri-
tip, salmon dinners were also 
served to benefit the scholarship 

fund. Steven Watts, the former 
Youth Pastor, requested financial 
help in order to attend the Princeton 
Seminary. Session took a free-will 
offering and with additional money 
from the Downer Fund, a gift of 
$1,000 was given. 

There were many community 
requests for the use of the Faith 
Center. AARP met once a month for 
Bingo as long as no gambling took 
place. Alcoholics Anonymous met 
weekly in the Fireside Room. Vista 
High School sponsored by San 

Joaquin County Schools, taught a 
ten week Pregnancy Prevention 
Program. The American Red Cross 
requested the EPC facility for use in 
the event of an emergency disaster. 
Fourteen college-aged Japanese 
students used the Fellowship Hall 
for a two week stay with the 
agreement to pay $50/week. The 
First Presbyterian Church of 
Hayward held a “stay over night” on 
the way to a snow weekend. The 
Fellowship Hall needed painting 
($350). Vertical drapes were 
purchased for the Fireside Room 

($650) and a memorial fund was 
i n i t i a t e d t o c o m p l e t e t h e 
remaining vertical drapes in the 
Faith Center. 

T h e p i p e o r g a n n e e d e d 
continuous adjusting and repair. 
Corroded stops and a new battery 
pack were needed ($800). The 
organ resonators were replaced 
($4,000) and Reuter Co. repaired 
pipes ($3,500). A new refrigerator 
was purchased and paving was 
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needed. A “Word from Our 
Treasurer” was printed in the 
newsletter; there was a shortage of 
funds! Diane Hougland had been a 
long-time volunteer as Treasurer. 
Richard and Gertrude Hogue 
replaced her as Treasurer in 1996. 

Cal-Trans informed the church that 
they would be widening Hwy 120, 
taking a portion of the East 
parking lot. They offered $8,500 as 
compensation. It was refused and a 
Cal-Trans Response Team was 
formed to include: Ray Betcher as 
chair, Bob Bryant, Dick Ohland, 
Stan Love Jr. and Michael Erat. A 
second offering of $17,924 was 
turned down and a final offering of 
$36,000 was accepted. The money 
was to be kept for miscellaneous 
expenses.

Memorial gifts were gratefully 
accepted. A generous monetary 
donation was given in memory of 
George Von Glahn. Organ chimes 
were given by the family of Stanley 
Maynard and Doris Love. Lloyd 
Engel had a second stained-glass 

window, designed 
by Alice Popp, 
d e d i c a t e d i n 
memory of Grace 
E n g e l . T h e 
family of Pier 
S p y k s m a 
completed the 
th ird s ta ined-
glass window, 
also designed by 
Alice Popp. With 
the back wall of 
w i n d o w s 
c o m p l e t e d , 
s a n c t u a r y 
l i g h t i n g w a s 
replaced and a 

new public address system with 
hearing-empowered units available 
was explored. In addition, one 
hundred-fif ty hymna l s were 
purchased, all with memorial 
money.

A scholarship fund for graduating 
seniors was established as a 
memorial to Allen Rollins. The first 
recipients of the “Rollins Scholars” 
award in 1996 were Betsy Wann 
and Jamie Brown. The 1997 
scholarships were given to: Steve 
Johnson, Daniel Erat, Nathaniel 
Leachman, Eric Hougland and Ken 
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1998 1999 2000
Pastor Al Opdyke

Burt III. Josh Voorhees received 
the scholarship award in 1999. 
Rollins Scholars in 2000 were: Ben 
Leachman, Chris Hougland, Bret 
Voorhees, John Poole and Trevor 
Fourmont. 

A new church sign facing Hwy 120 
was installed ($2,970.29) at the end 
of 1999 and the 2000 budget was 
distributed. Treasurer, Gertrude 
Hogue, agreed to continue until a 
replacement could be found. 
Recommendations were presented 
because of a shortfall in the 1999 
budget. Funds were tight and there 
had been a loss of membership, 
many due to death. Wayne Engel 
agreed to replace Gertrude Hogue 
as Treasurer. 

Yvonne Flagg resigned from the 
Yo u t h F e l l o w s h i p p o s i t i o n . 
Secretary Bonnie Clayton sent a 
letter of resignation and Rev. Robert 
Flagg requested a July 30 th 

congregational meeting to dissolve 
the pastoral relations with our 
church as of Aug. 31, 2000. 
Yvonne’s resignation as Choir 
Director and Youth Club 
Director was also effective at 

tha t t ime . 
When Bob 
F l a g g 
d e p a r t e d 
f o r 
Riverside, 
C A t h e 
church was 
without a 
pas tor for 
two years. 

There was no 
official Interim 
P a s t o r d u r i n g 

2000 to 2002. However, Al Opdyke 
regularly filled the pulpit on Sunday 
mornings. He became more than a 
Pulpit Supply. He was a dear friend 

to the congregation and helped us 
through the long, sometimes 
frustrating process of calling a new 
pastor. 

The congregation 
c a l l e d Tr o y J . 
Onsager of Ronan, 
Montana. He had 
been accepted by 
Presbytery July 
20th and came to 
s p e a k t o t h e 
congregation on 
Sunday, July 21. 

Written ballots were 
counted at the congregational 
meeting following the service. Troy 
was welcomed and accepted with 
applause and cheers! Troy would 
begin on Aug. 11 and his ordination 
was Aug. 18, 2002.

A special session meeting was called 
to approve financial funds for a 



Rev. Boone

home for Troy and a housewarming 
was given during Fellowship on 
Sunday, Oct. 6. Escalon was his first 
pastorate. In eagerness to welcome 
Pastor Troy and to help him get 
set t led , Tommy and Sammie 
Roberson flew out to Montana and 
drove a U’hau l wi th Troy ’s 
belongings close to 1200 miles.  Troy 
was welcomed to the valley in 100+ 
degree weather, and his first official 
duty was to play in a church softball 
game. 

We are blessed that God led him to 
Escalon to serve our church. Under 

Pastor Troy’s first year of ministry at 
EPC, the congregation began to 
reorganize and grow. Many projects 
were implemented and completed. 
The platform at the front of the 
sanctuary was remodeled which 
restored the original hardwood floor. 
The sanctuary, Faith Center and 
church office buildings all had roofs 
replaced.  An Evangelism Program 
called ALPHA was implemented. 

Two staff members were added. The 
organist, Brett Pratt, became Music 
Director and Darcy Miller became 
the Youth Leader. 

2001 2002 The Decade At A Glance
Pastor Troy J. Onsager

Bob's Baked Sauerkraut with Dumplings 
The Golden’s joined EPC in 1997 and have been active members since that time.

 This recipe was one that Bob learned to cook and has since perfected when he worked for John 
Deere in Delano, CA.  Each month the men would get together at a local hall and cook lunch...each 

man had his favorite recipes which he would prepare.  Bob still makes this today and it is one of 
their favorite meals.

2 large cans sauerkraut
1 large onion
3 large cloves garlic
3 cans (14.5 oz.) low salt chicken broth
3/4 lb. boneless pork
1/2 lb. turkey sausage or kielbasa
 
Thoroughly rinse and squeeze out sauerkraut 
at least three times.
 
Place in Pyrex 5 qt. casserole with chopped onion and garlic, and one to two cans 
chicken broth.
 
Bake one hour at 400 degrees, stirring regularly.  Add cut-up pork and sausage and 
cook two more hours.  Add more chicken broth as necessary and stir regularly--keep 
very moist.
 
Delicious topped with dumplings.  Best ones are the recipe on Bisquick.  Transfer 
sauerkraut casserole to dutch oven and place on stove top--add chicken broth if 
necessary so dumplings will steam.  Cook according to Bisquick recipe.

1993
• President Bill Clinton (1993-2001)
• Use of the Internet grows
• World Trade Center bombed
1994
• Channel Tunnel opens, connecting 

Britain and France
• Nelson Mandela elected President 

of South Africa
• Rwandan genocide
1995 
• Oklahoma City bombing
1996
• Mad Cow disease hits Great Britain
• Unabomber arrested
1997 
• Hale-Bopp Comet visible
• Hong Kong returned to China
• “Pathfinder” sends back images of 

Mars
• Scientists clone sheep
1998 
• India and Pakistan test nuclear 

weapons
• Titanic most successful movie ever
 1999 
• “Euro” new European currency
• Fear of “Y2K” bug
• Panama Canal returns to Panama
2000 
• Unclear winner in U.S. Presidential 

election
2001
• President George W. Bush 

(2001-2009)
• “9/11”,  World Trade Center 

destroyed, Pentagon attacked
2002
• US & Afghan troops launch 

“Operation Anaconda” against 
Taliban fighters in Afghanistan

• US & Russia reach a landmark 
agreement to cut nuclear arsenals  
up to 2/3 in the next 10 years

• President Bush vows to fight 
terrorism, labels Iran, Iraq and 
Korea “An Axis of Evil”

• Pennsylvania miners rescued after 
spending 77 hours in dark flooded 
mine shaft

• Salt Lake City Utah Winter 
Olympics

• Spider-Man movie blockbuster



Pastor Troy Onsager brought new life 
and energy to EPC. There was a spirit 
of willingness to do all things as 
members stepped forward to give of 
their talents. Pastor Troy’s thoughtful 
sermons and guidance brought a 
steady growth to our church. There is 
joy in the Escalon Presbyterian 
Church!

Improvements to the church facilities 
continued, often with volunteered 
labor. In 2006, a renovation of the 
Youth Room in the Faith Center was 
made to accommodate needed space. 
The Fireside Room was sheet rocked, 
taped and textured in March of 2009. 
A wall with double glass-doors closed 
off the room from the busy entrance 
of the Faith Center. The recessed 
lighting, large conference table and 
chairs were welcomed for multi-
purposed use.  Carpeting was 
replaced in the Fireside Room, main 
office building and Sunday school 
rooms ($4,000). New furniture for the 
pastor office and secretary office were 
purchased.  An LCD projector with 
the Downer’s Fund was purchased 
($4,000). A pager system for 
communication between parents and 

the Nursery during services was 
purchased ($1,300) and a security 
fence and gate were instal led 
($1,000).  Money from the Organ 
F u n d w a s n e e d e d t o a d d a 
Zimblestern to the pipe organ 
($1,000). New choir robes were 
purchased with the help of donations. 

T h e c h u r c h 
b u d g e t f r o m 
2003-2005 was 
s t r u g g l i n g .  
D o w n e r 
p r o p e r t y w a s 
s o l d a n d t h e 
initial payment 
of $26,000 was 
invested. The 
death of faithful 
l o n g t i m e 
m e m b e r s w a s 
felt, and still they 

g e n e r o u s l y  
remembered us. Alice Popp and Faye 
Barkley gifted money to be placed in 
the general-fund. An additional 
payment of $15,000 from the Downer 
property sale was received and an 
anonymous donor gave $7,000 to be 
used for air-conditioning in the 
sanctuary and for the replacement of 
the office-complex air conditioning. 
Stockton Presbytery informed EPC 
that our pastor’s salary was below the 
minimum requirement.  Monthly 
adjustments were made and an 
acceptable salary was offered at the 
beginning of 2005.   Our budget and 
giving has increased every year since 
then due to congregational growth 
and work by the finance team with 
implementation of the First Fruits 
Program.

Reorganization of the church session 
helped to structure responsibilities. 
The session became six rather than 
ten unwieldy committees in 2003. The 
committees were realigned and 
simplified again in 2005 to reflect: 
Mission Outreach, Church Life, 
Finance, Christ ian Educat ion, 
Trustees and Worship. 

Volunteers took responsibility and 
were often hired as paid staff later 
when monies would allow. Brett Pratt 
had been EPC’s organist for many 
years. In 2004, Brett went to Geneva 
Presbyterian Church in Modesto and 
Eric Holderman transferred his 
m e m b e r s h i p f r o m T r i n i t y 
Presbyterian and was hired as 
organist. When Eric left, the organist 
position was again offered to David 
Jolliff in 2008 (he served until his 
d e a t h i n 2 0 1 1 ) . J o e l A d a m s 
volunteered as choir director in 2004 
and was hired in 2005. The music of 
EPC has grown with developed talent 
under the guidance of Joel.  His 
direction of music, musicians and 
choir members enhances a deeply felt 
spirit during services. Mike Fahey 
volunteered and was then hired as 
Youth Director in 2007.  He has been 
i n s t r u m e n t a l i n o u r g r o w i n g 
attendance of youth from both EPC 
and the community. 
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Pastor Troy assumed additional 
responsibilities outside of EPC. Our 
church was made more visible. Pastor 
Troy was elected President of the 
Escalon Ministerial Association in 
2004 and Chairman of the Stockton 
P r e s b y t e r y N e w - C h u r c h -
Development Committee in 2005. He 
later became (2007) the Vice 
Moderator, a three year plan to 
become Moderator, of the Stockton 
Presbytery. 

A pastor’s life is complex and busy, 
but Pastor Troy found time to find a 
bride. Troy Onsager announced his 
plans to marry Leslie Holcombe of 
Oakdale, to the delight of the 
congregation. All were invited to the 
wedding ceremony on Oct. 22, 2005 at 
the First Presbyterian Church in 
Stockton.

Mission Outreach became a personal 
commitment for many in the church. 
The Engle Mission Fund was used to 

support a Medical Ambassadors (later 
named, Life-Wind International) trip 
to Guatemala in 2008. Guatemalan 
Director Hugo Gomez and a seven 

member EPC team of Pastor Troy 
Onsager, Dan Adams, Dick Nelson, 
Laura and Samantha Alcantor and 
A n d y a n d J e n n i f e r S c h m i d t 
participated. Tools and materials were 
purchased to be used in building the 
roof of the village church. A medical 
clinic, dental clinic and pharmacy 
were assisted along with fun Christian 
interaction during the eight day trip. 
A young family, Josh and Virginia 
Giddens, felt called to leave our 

church and teach in Zimbabwe. They 
became aware of the desperate need 
for food and clean water in the distant 
village of their nanny.  EPC Mission 

Outreach was contacted with 
a request for help in Nov. of 
2008. The Giddens wished to 
repair their vehicle and 
purchase a trailer to haul 
goods. The roads were long 
and difficult but they wanted 
a direct contact with the 
village to eliminate the 
possibility of corruption. 
EPC was informed of the 
monetary amount needed to 
support a family for one 

m o n t h . A t h r e e - p e r s o n 
delegation from EPC, Pastor Troy 
Onsager, Jeff Jarchow and Greg 
Foulke was sent in Feb. of 2010, to see 
the effects of this venture. They were 
w e l c o m e d a t t h e v i l l a g e a n d 
entertained in appreciation. Once the 
desperate help for sustenance was 
met, a coordination with Foundations 
For Farming was made for the 
village’s crop production and water 
irrigation. 
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2008 2009 2010

Anderson Schmidt (Andy), son of 
members Randy and Nancy Schmidt, 
came forward to ask for guidance and 
support in his calling to teach at a 
C h r i s t i a n s c h o o l i n B o r a c a y, 
Philippines.  He was the assistant 
youth director of EPC’s Youth Group 
and obtained his teaching credential. 
Mission Outreach, through the Engle 
M i s s i o n F u n d a n d m e m b e r 
sponsorships supports his two-year 
endeavor. 

Tommy and Mandi Bottoms, son and 
daughter-in-law of members Dick and 
Ellen Nelson, presented information 
regarding their mission work with 
African Leadership Partners and 
New Life Homes in Swaziland, 
Africa. Mandi teaches children, many 
orphaned, while Tommy works to 
develop agricultural projects for 
long-range financial support of the 
program. Sponsorship is supported 
by many congregations including 
ours. 

Mission Outreach was approached to 
support four EPC high school 

students for a 2010 
s p r i n g - b r e a k 
miss ion tr ip to 
M e x i c o . G o l f -
tournaments, car 
w a s h e s a n d 
donat ions were 
appreciated for the 
funding needed. 
Teams of students 
were to go to areas 
i n M e x i c o i n 
support of church 
p r o j e c t s . D a n 

Adams went as EPC’s adult leader. 
There was an expectation of thirty-six 
students from northern California 
participating. 

In Nov. of 2009, Pastor Troy had an 
opportunity to go to Israel through 
Princeton Theological Seminary. His 
experience in the Holy Land was 
enlightening and well received by the 
congregation upon his return.

The Deacons sponsor annua l 
Christmas “tree-tags” to provide, food, 
clothing and gifts for families and 
children in Escalon. They collect a 

prescribed food item each month for 
the Escalon Ministerial Association’s 
food give-away program (C.A.R.E.). 
The EMA, impressed with EPC’s 
successful program, suggested other 
churches follow the same process for 
increased giving. 

The Deacons purchased equipment 
needed for the C.A.R.E. facility: 
industrial food storage shelving, 
stainless steel tables, shopping carts 
and a freezer. Meals are prepared and 
served to EPC members upon request 
as well as visitations and driving when 
needed. Memorial service luncheons 
are prepared and served. Serving 
aprons, large cutting boards and a 
freezer were purchased for Church 
Life. Meals are prepared and served 
for 140-170 at Modesto’s Salvation 
Army Homeless Shelter during the 
winter months. A “Dinner for Eight” 
program to encourage informal 
gatherings of members is sponsored 
twice a year. 	


There are many opportunities for 
Christian fellowship and learning. 
Adult study groups for men and 



Rev. Boone

2011 2012 The Decade At A Glance

Korean Salad 
The following recipe was submitted by Diane Goodrich.  Diane and her husband Bob joined EPC 

midway through this decade.  Diane writes: “This is a good recipe to help children learn to enjoy their 
spinach.  Our whole family loves this salad and we have been making it for years.  It goes so well 

with all kinds of main dishes.  It was originally made by Diane’s friend, Joan Treadway, a member 
of the Gilroy Presbyterian Church.”

 2 bunches spinach…wash/drain/tear
½ lb. fresh bean sprouts 
5oz. can waterchestnuts, sliced
8  slices crisp crumbled bacon
Dressing:  Make 24 hours in advance
2/3 cup sugar
¼ cup red wine garlic vinegar
2 Tbs. dehydrated onions
1/3 cup catsup
2/3 cup salad oil
Dash of salt

Shake dressing well and occasionally.  Pour dressing over the salad just before serving.  
Serves 8

w o m e n a r e h e l d 
weekdays, Saturdays and 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g s . 
“Trave l Companion” 
trips, led by the late Rev. 
Scott Mayfield, provided 
f e l l o w s h i p d u r i n g 
planned outings in the 
greater area. Children are 
also given opportunities for 
worship and entertainment. Sunday 
school classes are popular. The 
Sunday morning Children’s Service is 
enjoyed by all. The Christmas 
Pageant, Talent Show and Vacation 
Bible School are all well attended and 
faithfully directed by an outstanding 
group of dedicated, volunteer 
teachers. 

An opportunity to again purchase the 
adjoining property with the old 
manse was presented. Demolition of 
the manse has created additional 
parking.  A Strategic Planning Task 

Force co-chaired by Bob McCune 
and Jerry Hougland began preparing 
a long-range master plan to add, 
expand and remodel facilities for 
additional ministry use.

EPC has grown in membership. Our 
church is known as a  “Friendly 
Church.” It is a church family of love 
and support for one another. Pastor 
Troy has had his hand on the tiller to 
direct our church along a gospel 
based path. However, current 
changes in the General Assembly 
have necessitated a thoughtful 
inquiry as to the church’s direction.  

2003
• Space Shuttle Columbia 

disintegrates on reentry
• Iraq War begins
• Bob Hope dies at 100 years old
2004
• Facebook launches
• President George W. Bush reelected
• 9.3 earthquake hits S.E. Asia 

186,983 die 40,000 missing
• President Ronald Reagan dies 93 

years old
2005 
• You Tube launched
• Hurricane Katrina hits USA 1,836 

die
2006
• Twitter is launched
• North Korea conducts first nuclear 

test
• Saddam Hussein sentenced to 

death
2007
• Apple Inc. CEO Steve Jobs 

announces iPhone
• North Korea agrees to shut down 

nuclear plants
2008 
• Fear of U.S. recession-stock market 

plunges
• Fidel Castro announces his 

resignation
• Raul Castro elected President of 

Cuba
2009
• President Barack Obama (2009-)
• Israel Invades Gaza Strip
• Outbreak of H1N1 “swine flu”
2010
• USA census 308,745,538
• Pablo Picasso painting sells for 

$106.5 million
• H1N1 flu pandemic over
2011
• Starbucks largest coffee house in 

world 20,891 stores
• Egyptian President Mubarak resigns
• 9.1 earthquake/tsunami in Japan 

15,840 killed
• U.S. announces end of Iraq War
2012
• After 244 years, Encyclopedia 

Britannica discontinues print edition
• Diamond Jubilee for Queen 

Elizabeth II
• Hurricane Sandy hits U.S., 

Caribbean, Bahamas, Canada



2013 The Next Century
Stepping Forward in Faith2013 +

T h e f u t u r e o f t h e E s c a l o n 
Presbyterian Church is challenging 
and exciting. We are blessed to have 
Pastor Troy Onsager serve this 
congregation longer than any other 
during the past century, the first 
century, of our church. The spiritual 
guidance and security he has shown 
our congregation is God’s blessing 
and we give thanks through our 
continued support and works. We 
are unique and fortunate to show 
growth in this era of decline in the 
established church. We are grateful 
for our congregational family; the 
f r i e n d s h i p s m a d e a n d t h e 
generational longevity of these 
relationships. We enjoy the energies 
of young families. Flourishing 
Sunday school classrooms are, by 
necessity, found in creative spaces. 
We are happy to give up seats to 
visitors on Sunday mornings. 

The needed expansion of the EPC 
facility is being carefully researched, 
led by a Facilities Task Force. They 
are preparing phases in modifying 
and integrating the new property 

while keeping within 
the guidance of an 
overall Master Plan. 
A staged agreement 
for the entire facility 
(multi-use space, 
remodel of existing 
facilities and the 
sanctuary) would be 
e x e c u t e d u n d e r 
budgetary means 
with no phase to 

interfere with existing use. We are 
blessed with the gifts God provides 
for us and the opportunities He gives 
us to serve others. 

The leadership of EPC through our  
session has been steadfast through 
recent theological challenges. The 
G e n e r a l A s s e m b l y o f t h e 
Presbyterian Church USA accepted 
changes rejected by our local 
Presbyteries. Deep theological and 
organizational divides were being 
felt nationally. A Fellowship of 
Presbyterians conference, held in 
Orlando, Florida, brought together a 
group of pastors and elders to 
recommit ourselves to historic 
Presbyterian theology and polity 
while focusing on new missional 
endeavors.  The Evangelical 
C o v e n a n t O r d e r ( E C O ) o f 
Presbyterians was formed out of this 
and fit our gospel based beliefs.  
Pastor Troy and EPC delegates 
attended several conferences and 
have thoughtfully presented their 
findings to EPC members. A straw 
vote of members was taken in March 

of 2013 followed by a balloted 
membership vote on Aug. 10, 2013. 
There was, on the final vote, 
unan imous approva l to seek 
“Gracious Dismissal” from the 
Stockton Presbytery and the PC-
USA. On Aug. 24, 2013, six 
churches of the Stockton Presbytery 
were dismissed to become members 
o f t h e C o v e n a n t O r d e r o f 
Evangelical Presbyterians (ECO). 

We will continue to hold to the 
Reformed Confessions that have 
marked Presbyterians for centuries. 
Oct. 23, 2013 marked EPC’s first 
day as an official member of ECO. 
We are now bound by clearly 
articulated Essential Tenets of belief 
that uphold both biblical truth and 
the grace of Jesus Christ. Our 
leadership will be connected to other 
churches in smaller mission affinity 
groups from which we can learn and 
challenge each other. Ministers will 
be connected in pastoral rule groups 
to focus on ministry health and 
biblical growth. Our denominational 
gatherings will be focused more on 
leadership development, theological 
integrity, and missional focus. We 
are ready to move to a new century 
of life together as we remember the 
words of EPC’s first installed pastor:

I bless the faithful pioneers;
	
 May memories of them last;
I bless the future and the folks
	
 Who build upon our past.

Lawrence Bone (1916-1922)
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O u r  m i s s i o n

SEEK
To bring others to faith in Jesus Christ

SERVE
In mission locally and globally

SUPPORT
Personal growth through learning, teaching 

and sharing God’s  Word

SUSTAIN
A Christ-Centered fellowship


